
Stewardship of Riches
Luke 12:16-21 (text v. 21)

In 1923 nine of the most power men in the world of finance met at the 

Edgewater Beach Hotel in Chicago.

1. The president of the largest independent steel company;

2. The president of the largest utility company;

3. The president of the largest gas company;

4. The greatest wheat speculator;

5. The president of the New York Stock Exchange;

6. A member of the President’s Cabinet;

7. The greatest bear on Wall Street;

8. The head of the world’s greatest monopoly;

9. The president of International Settlements. 

Impressive array of “power brokers.”— Fast forward 25 years to 1948 to 

see what happened to these financial giants:

•Charles Schwab died bankrupt.

•Samuel Insull died a fugitive from justice, penniless in a foreign land.

•Howard Hopson was insane.

•Arthur Critten died abroad, insolvent.

•Richard Whitney had just been released from Sing Sing.

•Albert Fall was pardoned from prison so he could die at home.

•Jesse Livermore, Leon Fraser and Ivar Kreuger all committed suicide.

All these masters of money were finally mastered by money.  “Money can 

be a wonderful servant, but it makes a lousy master.”

I’ve said in the past, and it bears repeating here: 

1. The greatest thing I can do for a man is tell him the Gospel so he can 

be saved. 

2. The second greatest thing I can do for him after he is saved is to tell 

him how to walk in the Spirit. 

3. The third greatest thing would be to tell him how to be rightly re-

lated to God with his money. If a man isn’t properly related to God 

with his money, it will hinder his walk in the Spirit.  No one can walk in 

the Spirit if God is not the priority in his financial stewardship.
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While it is not sinful to have riches, riches can be a very dangerous thing 

if a person doesn’t have a Biblical perspective towards the use of money.

I. O.T. giving was regulated by the standard of TITHING. 

•A tithe is a tenth or 10%. 

•Tithing PRECEDES the Law. Abraham paid tithes 400 years before 
the giving Law at Mt. Sinai.  God simply took a practice men were 
already observing and incorporated into His Law. 

A. The LORD’S tithe (Leviticus 27:30; Malachi 3:8-10; Heb. 7:5). This 

tithe was for the support of the Levites who served as priests.

B. The FESTIVAL tithe (Dt. 12:10-18). This tithe was for the support 

of the temple and feast days.

C. The POOR tithe (Dt. 14:28-29). This tithe was given once every 

three years to help support the poor (or 3.3% per annum). 

 These three mandatory tithes bring to total given by the Jews 

to about 23% per year.  

D. FREEWILL OFFERINGS—Non required offerings over and above the 

required tithes for special projects.

1. Offerings to build the tabernacle (Ex. 25:1-8; 36:3-7).

2. Offerings to build the Temple (1 Chron. 29:3-9).

II. N.T. giving is reflected by our sincerity of LOVE. (2 Cor. 8:1-7) 

A. In the O.T. giving the tithe was mandatory. Giving in the N.T. is 

motivated by grace (2 Cor. 8:1-5).

1. The Macedonians gave out of “their deep poverty” (v. 2). They 

were at rock bottom—Dirt poor.  Today in America people 

consider themselves poor if they can’t go out to dinner each 

week or can’t afford cable. 

 Grace giving has nothing to do about being “well off” fi-

nancially. It is not determined by your ability, but by your at-

titude and willingness (v. 3 cf. 2 Cor. 9:7).

2. The Macedonians gave while enduring “a great trial of afflic-

tion” (v. 2). They were being squeezed by their difficult situa-

tion—They were in an unrelenting pressure cooker. 
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3. Yet, out of their troubles and poverty came incredible liberal-

ity in giving (vs. 2-3). 

Do you think their offering was less than 10%?  I believe their 

giving exceeded 10%. That is what grace does. It doesn’t set-

tle for the minimum under the law. It goes beyond the de-

mands of the law. 

It was not the preacher begging the Macedonians to give—

It was them begging Paul to let them give (v. 4). “Aw, Come 

on, Paul! Have a heart. Don’t put limitations on our giving.”

B. Under grace we are under a HIGHER law than Moses Law.  Jesus 

expects more from His followers than what the Law required (Mt. 

5:27-28; 38-44; Luke 17:10).

C. N.T. giving is a demonstration of our love for God (2 Cor. 8:7-8, 

24). The measure of your giving is the measure of your love.

•1 Sam. 1:5—“But unto Hannah he gave a worthy portion; 
for he loved Hannah…”

•How do you know God loves you (John 3:16)? 

D. While tithing is not legally binding on a New Testament Christian, 

how could a believer who has been redeemed at the great price 

of Christ’s precious blood do anything less than tithe??? Love 

should demand more! 

Why would a Christian do less under grace than an ortho-

dox Jew would do under the law??? Haven’t we received a bet-

ter testament; better promises; better high priest! Why isn’t our 

level of giving better than that of a Jew under the old covenant? 

“We Love Jesus More Than 10%”

     Missionary Paul White was known as the “Jungle Doctor.” 

One time he came upon two African lepers, with hands so eaten 

away that they were just bandaged stumps. These two lepers 

wanted to help the missionaries, so they worked sawing logs 

into boards for a new part of the mission station. 
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     When the job was done, each leper was paid 30 shillings. Dr. 

White noticed them dividing their little pile of coins into two 

equal parts. He asked them why they were doing that. They told 

him half was for the Lord and half was for them. Dr. White told 

them, “But that is too much. A tithe is only 10%—Three shil-

lings, not fifteen.” They answered: “But Bwana, we love Jesus far 

more than 10%!”

SUMMATION: Grace giving goes beyond the mere tithe. 

Grace giving should affect one’s lifestyle. There are things one cannot 

have and things given up when one practices grace giving. As C.S. Lewis 

has pointed out in his book Mere Christianity—

If our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc., is up to 

the standard common among those with the same income bracket 

as our own, we are probably giving too little. If our giving does not 

at all pinch or hamper us, I should say that it is too small. There 

ought to be things we should like to do and have, but we cannot 

because our charitable expenditure excludes them.1

How has your stewardship affected your everyday life? What is it costing 

you in how your live?

The beginning of stewardship is found in 2 Corinthians 8:5.
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1 C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (New York: Macmillan, 1976) pp. 81-82 [adapted]


