
Men of the Book
2 Chron. 34:1-3, 8, 14-15

Question:  What is a real man?  There is much confusion about this ques-

tion today due to our unisex androgynous age... our gender-blending 

society... and blurred roles in the homes. There are many conflicting 

definitions as to what a real man is.

Is a real man someone who is 6’6”... with concrete abs... biceps like co-

conuts... and able to bench press his pick-up truck loaded with tools?  

Bulging muscles may make you strong, but it will not make you a real 

man as far as God is concerned.

 A real man in God’s eyes is “a man of the Book.”  There is no greater 

need in our homes today than for men to be “men of the Book.”  

The need for the Department of Homeland Security began shortly after 

9/11. But the “homeland security” we need most is for Dad to secure their 

home against Satanic attacks and the philosophies of the world.

Today we are seeing debris from the tsunami in Japan last year washing 

up upon our shores.  Some environmentalists say this has the potential to 

be a bigger threat than the recent BP oil spill in the Gulf.  But the debris 

that is floating into our homes from the cultural tsunami of the ‘60’s 

and ’70’s is far more devastating than any debris we receive from Japan.  

This is where we must be men of the Book and stop the debris of sin 

from washing in our homes.  

2 Chronicles 34 is the account of how an 8 year old boy-king became a 

“man of the Book” (read text vs. 1-3, 8, 14-15)

I. The priceless FIND (v. 15).

In 1987, a home builder named Kip Siler was digging the foundation 

for his new house near Glorieta, NM when he discovered two human 

skulls.   A team of archeologists were brought in. Upon excavating 

the site they found 32 skeletons neatly buried in a mass grave side 

by side in a double row with their hands neatly folded across their 

chests.  It was determined these were Texas volunteers who gave 
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their lives to help the Confederate army in the Battle of Glorieta Pass 

in 1862. The discovery of this mass grave was called one of the 

most significant discoveries in the history of the United States. 

As significant as this discovery was, it was nothing compared to the 

discovery made in the Temple at Jerusalem. 

A. The PLACE of the find. 

1. The Temple had fallen into disrepair through years of ne-

glect.  Hilkiah, the High Priest, and the father of Jeremiah, 

was assigned the oversight of repairing the Temple.  In the 

process of cleaning out the rubbish from God’s house, he 

found a copy of God’s Word that was lost for over 100 years.  

2. It's amazing what God will let you find when you're busy get-

ting rid of the junk in your life!

B. The PRIZE of the find—The Word of God.

1. There is nothing more valuable on earth today. Dr. Ruckman 

once said, “When you hold this Book in your hand, it’s the 

best thing you’ve held all day.” Jack Taylor said, “When you 

hold a Bible, you are holding a miracle.” 

2. This is the only book that came down from heaven to us. 

And, it is the only Book that bring heaven into a person’s life 

or family.  

 I believe the written Word of God has been lost for a long time in 

many families. There has not been any attention paid to that 

Book. It could be a significant find for someone here today.  

II. The peculiar LOSS.

 The Book was lost for over 100 years. An entire generation was 

without the Word of God. 

• It was a dark time in Israel. The Temple was neglected… God 
was forsaken… Manasseh was the most wicked King to ever 
reign (2 Kings 21). He reigned for 55 years. God said he was 
more wicked than even the heathen nations surrounding Israel!  
He caused his own son to pass through the fire. This is the 
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kind of mess a people find themselves when God’s Word is 
lost.

•This is the same reason why we are in such a cultural mess to-
day… why our society is hell-bent to destruction… why sin is 
running amok… why the scared institution of marriage is being 
perverted… why spirituality is at the lowest ebb it has ever 
been in America… Why so many churches are as dead as the 
bar-b-cued chicken of last weeks dinner on the grounds — It is 
because the Book of God has been missing from our society. 

 America needs to find the Book again. 

 How did the Book get lost?  How did America lose the Book?

A. We lose the Book by NEGLECTING the Book. They neglected it so 

long, they didn’t even miss it.

1. Question: Dads, if you didn’t have any Bible reading in your 

home with your family this week, would it be missed?  Or, has 

it been so long since there has been any Bible reading until 

no one would notice the difference?

2. One of the most spiritual things a Father can do is restore 

Bible reading in the home—Preferably in the morning around 

the table before you send your children off into the world. 

B. We lose the Book by MARGINALIZING the Book.

1. What does it mean to “marginalize” something? It means to 

take something and relegate it to an outer edge or to a lower 

position. Literally it is putting something in a position where 

it’s influence has been removed. When someone who is in 

power stops giving credence to a person or idea, then that 

person/idea becomes marginalized. 

ILLUS: It happens in the business world when a young new 
CEO doesn’t like the ideas of some older employee.  He 
cannot fire him because he has tenure, so he puts him in a 
position where he doesn’t have any influence—He marginal-
izes the older employee. [Some churches do the same thing 
with it’s senior saints.  A new budding young pastor comes 
to a church with lots new ideas on how to grow the church, 
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and thinks he doesn’t need the older members who are walk-
ing in the “old paths.” He rejects the exhortation of Scripture 
that says the older are to teach the younger.  He can’t kick 
them out of the church, so he simply marginalizes them to 
remove their influence.]

2. As men of the Book, we are responsible to make sure the 

Book is never marginalized in our homes. What kind of in-

fluence does the Book have upon the environment of your 

home?  Does it influence your schedule… your finances… 

your entertainment… your activities. 

 When was the last time you told your family, “We must do 

this OR, we can’t do that because the Bible says so.” 

If you allow Hollywood, M-TV, or the world’s culture be the 

main influence in your children, it will lead them straight to 

hell.

 We can lose a lot of things in our families, and it would not hurt us. 

We could lose an additional car and it wouldn’t hurt us… part of 

our wardrobe… another piece of furniture… another electrical 

gadget… but if we lose the Book, we’ve lost the most important 

thing God has given to us.

•We cannot be passive about this. We must be actively aggres-
sive about making the Book the main influence in our homes.

III. The provoked MONARCH.

A. He was CONVICTED (v. 19) — As Josiah heard the words of the 

Book, he was convicted… he saw the error of his ways…  he 

vowed it would never happen again on his watch.

1. Oh, that men today would respond in the same way as God’s 

words are read.

2. There is no other Book that has the power that this book has 

(Heb. 4:12).

B. He was CHANGED — Josiah repented and became a new man… a 

new leader (vs. 21, 31-33). 
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1. When Josiah was 8, he walked in the ways of David (v. 2). 

2. After he found the book of God he walked after God (vs. 31-

33).  

IV. The powerful MESSAGE.

•What produced the change in Josiah? It was the reading of the 
Book of God. 

•This Book can do what all the doctors, counselors, sociologists, 
and gurus of the world can’t do. This book can literally turn a per-
son’s life upside down or right side up and make it over again!

A. Men of the Book are DESIROUS of it’s message.  

1. When he was 16 years old, he sought after God (v. 3 cf. Jer. 

29:13).  

2. When did Josiah find God?  When he found the Book!  

B. Men of the Book are DOERS of it’s message (v. 21).

C. Men of the Book are DISPENSERS of it’s message (v. 30). He 

didn’t keep it to himself.  He passed it on to his people. Revival 

broke out!

SUMMATION:  Men of the Book read the Book... live the Book... and teach 

the Book to their families. I love the quote of Christa McAuliffe, who was 

killed in the explosion of the Space Shuttle Challenger.  She said, “I touch 

the future. I teach.”  When we teach God’s Word to our children, we are 

touching the future.  

The future of our children rests in the hands of “men (and women) of the 

Book!”
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