
INTRODUCTION TO 1 CORINTHIANS
1 Corinthians 1:1-3

 AUTHOR—The Apostle Paul (1:1). The longest epistle written by Paul—

4,489 words;  Romans is the second longest—4,477 words.

•Paul declares his call as an apostle (1:1; 9:1). Apostle = ”Sent one.”

•Paul is also a "brother" (1:1). Some form the word "brother" occurs in 
every chapter except chapter 13 (34 times in all).

 BACKGROUND SETTING OF THE CHURCH AT CORINTH:

1. Paul founded this church on his second missionary journey (Acts 

18:1-18). [See map].

  Paul spent one and half years in Corinth (he spent three years in 

Ephesus).

2. Corinth was a large cosmopolitan city (a cultural melting pot), a 

seaport and major trade center—It’s population was about 400,000. 
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3. The church was made up of mostly Gentiles. Of all the churches 

Paul wrote to, the church at Corinth was most like today's church.

4. Prominent members—Even prior to Paul's arrival, there were many 

believers there (Acts 18:10): 

•Aquila and Priscilla (Acts 18:1-3)

•Justus (Acts 18:7). 

•Crispus (Acts 18:8 cf. 1 Cor. 1:14)

•Sosthenes—  One of Paul's first converts at Corinth (Acts 18:18 
cf. 1 Cor. 1:1). He was one of the chief rulers of the synagogue, 
and was Paul's companion in writing this epistle to Corinth.

•Gaius (1 Cor. 1:14 cf. Rom. 16:23). Paul stayed in the home of 
Gaius in Corinth and wrote his epistle to the Romans there. 

•Stephanas (1 Cor. 1:16; 16:15-18)

5. 1 Corinthians was actually the second epistle Paul wrote to this 

church (5:9-11).

 TIME OF WRITING—Probably between 57-59 AD, near the end of Paul's 

three-year ministry in Ephesus (16:5-8 cf. Acts 20:31). 

NOTE: The following epistles of Paul were written in chronological or-

der during the Acts period:

1. 1 Thessalonians from Corinth (Acts 18)

2. 2 Thessalonians from Corinth (Acts 18)

3. 1 Corinthians from Ephesus (Acts 20)

4. 2 Corinthians from Macedonia (Acts 20)

5. Galatians from Corinth (?)

6. Romans from Corinth

7. Philemon from prison in Rome (Acts 28)

8. Colossians from prison in Rome (Acts 28)

9. Ephesians from prison in Rome (Acts 28)

10. Philippians from prison in Rome (Acts 28)

 OCCASION OF THE LETTER: 

1. Written in response to a report from the family of Chloe (1:11); 

2. A delegation from the Corinth who came to visit Paul (16:17-18).

2



 PURPOSE OF THE LETTER:  

1. A letter from the church asked Paul some questions (7:1; 8:1; 12:1; 

16:1). 1 Corinthians contain the answers to those questions.

2. Correct problems the church was experiencing (5:1; 6:7; 11:17-20).

3. 1 Corinthians is a commentary on practical Christian living.

 THEME—Disorder and problems in the local church.

     The people of Corinth were given over to carnality (3:1-3).  They 

coined a word in the Roman Empire which was to "corinthianize." It 

meant that you went to the very limit in sin. 

     Paul was in Corinth when he wrote Romans 1:19-32. The sins he 

listed could be seen everyday on the streets of Corinth.  

As long as the sins stayed on the streets, the church would be OK. 

However, these sins were finding their way into the Corinthian Church. 

This lead to many of the problems Paul was writing to correct. 

Ships are made to sail through deep waters. Water outside the ship 

poses no threat. But when the water begins to ooze into the ship, the 

ship is in danger. That is what was happening in the church at Corin-

th—The world had come into the church.

 KEY VERSE—10:31

 KEY WORD—"Lord" (54 times). Many of the problems at the church at 

Corinth were the result of failing to submit to the Lordship of Christ.

 SCOPE OF SUBJECTS COVERED (2 Tim. 3:16)—

•Doctrine (Resurrection; Rapture;  Body of Christ; The Gospel; Spiri-
tual Gifts; Judgment Seat of Christ; Inspiration of Scripture); 

•Reproof (Internal strife/sectarianism/cliques; Intellectual pride; 
Carnality; Church Discipline; Moral impurity; Lawsuits among church 
members; Use and misuse of liberty) 

•Correction (Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage; Apostleship; Church 
ordinances) 

•Instruction in righteousness (Temperance; Stewardship; Settling 
disputes;  Authority; Love).
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OUTLINE OF 1 CORINTHIANS

GREETINGS (1:1-9)

I. Paul ADDRESSES the problems in the church (1:10-6:20).

 A. Problem of Divisions within the church (1:10-16).

 B. Problem of Carnal wisdom (1:17-4:21).

 C. Problem of Immorality (5:1-13).

 D. Problem of Lawsuits (6:1-8).

 E. Problem of Defilement (6:9-20).

II. Paul ANSWERS the questions of the church (7:1-16:24).

 A. Questions regarding marriage (7:1-40).

 B. Questions regarding Christian liberty (8:1-11:2).

 C. Questions regarding communion (11:3-34).

 D. Questions regarding spiritual gifts (12:1-14:40).

 E. Questions regarding the resurrection (15:1-58).

 F. Questions regarding offerings (16:1-4).

CONCLUSION: Personal concerns of Paul (16:5-24).
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