The Love of God #5 (2/17/13am) Bible Baptist Church, Port Orchard, WA — Dr. Al Hughes

God's Love Conduit

Romans 5:5—"..the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost which is given unto us.”

Dr. Jack Hyles was the pastor of Miller Road Baptist Church in Garland, TX
for seven years in the mid 1950’s. The church grew from 44 members to
over 4,000 members during that time. When Brother Hyles resigned to
become the pastor of First Baptist Church of Hammond, Indiana, one of
the city councilmen in Garland announced at a city council meeting: “Gen-
tleman, Rev. Hyles is leaving our city to move to Hammond, Indiana. As
far as I’m concerned, this is one of our city’s greatest losses. Rev. Hyles
has been ‘God’s Conduit’ in our community for the past seven years.”

A conduit is a channel or tube through which water or electricity can
be conveyed from one point to another—You and | are God's conduit!
Oh, that Bible Baptist Church might be known as “God’s Love Conduit” to
Port Orchard.

ILLUS: Abraham was the conduit of God’s blessing to the world. God
told Abraham, “/ will bless thee... and thou shalt be a blessing... in thee
shall all families of the earth be blessed.” (Gen. 12:2-3). God blessed
Abraham... and through Abraham came the blessing of Jesus Christ...
who brought the blessing of salvation to all the world.

In salvation God’s love has been shed abroad into your heart by the
Holy Ghost so you can be a conduit of God’s love to others.

I. The SOURCE of love (“...the love of God...").
B>All true love starts with God.

A. You may look at the love of God from a doctrinal viewpoint. It is
one of His divine attributes— “God is love”... “For God so loved...”

1. But a mere head knowledge of the doctrine of God’s love will
leave you dry and empty.

2. It would be like showing a skeleton to someone who wanted
to see a man. A man is more than a set of bones, nerves,
muscles, and blood. And the love of God is more than a doc-
trinal statement.




B. You may consider the love of God from a historical perspective.

1. Trace it from it’s eternal origin within the Godhead. “..thou
lovest me before the foundation of the world” (John 17:24).

2. Then God determined to love us and send His beloved Son to
die for us on the cross. O the love that drew salvation’s
plan. Oh the grace that brought it down to man.

3. But, a mere historical knowledge of the love of God will never
satisfy the longing of your heart.

C. There are no words that can adequately describe the love of God.
Frederick Lehman said it best in the song...
Could we with ink the ocean fill,
And were the skies of parchment made,
Were every stalk on earth a quill,
And every man a scribe by trade;
To write the love of God above
Would drain the ocean dry;
Nor could the scroll contain the whole,
Though stretched from sky to sky.
®> The love of God cannot be explained. The best | can say of God’s

marvelous love is you must know it and experience it for yourself.
Il. The COURSE of love (“...shed abroad in our hearts...”).

A. God’s love was not confined within the Godhead. Love cannot
be contained, but must be “shed abroad.”
1. The nature of love to give (“..seeketh not her own...”).

2. True love seeks to extend itself to others. Cannot stand still.

B. lJesus prayed in John 17 for the transference of the Father’s love
to us— “1in them, and thou in me, that they may be made per-
fect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent
me, and hast loved THEM, as thou hast loved ME” (John 17:23).

How can the world know the love of God? By us! “..that the
world may know that thou hast ... LOVED THEM, as thou hast
LOVED ME.” Again, in verse 26— “...that the love wherewith

thou hast loved me may be in them...”



B> The question is—How does it come to us?

lll. The FORCE of love (“...by the Holy Ghost...”).
2> The HOLY GHOST conveys God’s love to our hearts.

A. The FLOW of it.

ILLUS: Piece of conduit. An empty piece of conduit is not worth
much. It’s value is realized when it is used to convey something
of greater value from one point to another. The value is in what
is conveyed within the conduit.

This building has conduit running all through it’s walls. Elec-
trical wires have been pulled through the conduit. One end of
the wires is connected to the power source. The other end is
connected to electrical outlets and light fixtures. Electrical
power flows through that conduit and used to bring light to a
dark room... to cause furnaces to heat our building... to make
speakers to be heard, or power whatever else is plugged into it.

2> | am connected to the source of love—God. That same love is
to flow through my body as conduit so God can love people
through me.

1. God loves your unsaved neighbors... co-workers... class-
mates. But how can they know it? God wants you to be His
conduit from which to convey His love to them.

“I cannot love that person.” It is not up to you to love that
person. Your job is to be a conduit through which God can
love that person through you.

2. Port Orchard needs each of us to take our place as God’s
conduit.
@ You are God’s conduit in your neighborhood so the love of
God can be shed abroad to your neighbors.

@ The school you attend needs for you to be God’s conduit
to your fellow classmates!

@ You are God’s conduit where you work so God’s love flow
to your co-workers.



Gordie Raatz was God’s conduit through whom the Holy
Ghost shed the love of God abroad to my heart 45 years ago!

B. The SHOW of it—We are to demonstrate it.
1. Some people will not believe God loves them simply by telling
them “God loves you.” Talk is cheap! People must see the
love of God in action in our lives—

“...whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have
need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him,
how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let
us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in
truth” (1 John 3:16-18).

2. People need to see the mighty love of God flowing from
you—See it in your compassion... See it in your unselfish-
ness... See it in your forgiveness... See it in your deeds.

C. The FOE of it— As electrical current that runs through conduit
may be short-circuited—Likewise, certain obstacles can short-
circuit the receiving or conveying God’s love.

B> If our hearts clogged with selfishness... our wires are frayed
by sin... or if we are unaware of our role as God’s conduit,
God'’s love will never be conveyed to others who need to know
God loves them.
SUMMATION: I'm 65 years old. I’'m only five years away from man’s al-
lotted years of three score and ten mentioned in Psalm 90:10. For over a
quarter of a century | have stood at this pulpit and sought to shed abroad
God’s love for you and a lost and dying world.

This old conduit of my body is wearing out and getting old. | don’t know
how much longer God will allow me to live. But, for whatever time | have
left | want grab hold God’s love in this hand and allow His love flow
through my body as His conduit so with my other hand | can touch others
with His love.

Will you be God’s conduit in your neighborhood... where you work... at
your school... ?



