
Sin’s Consequences
2 Samuel 12:13-25

What is the greatest lie ever told?  There have been some whoppers. 

One little boy in Sunday School offered his definition of a lie: “A lie is an 

abomination unto the Lord that is very present help in time of need.”

Some famous lies:

1. Evolution is a scientific fact.

2. The check is in the mail.

3. We are the government and we are here to help you.

4. Pete Rose lie about never gambling on a baseball game.

5. Lance Armstrong’s lie about never taking performance enhancing 

drugs.

6. George H. W. Bush— “Read my lips: No new taxes.”

7. Richard Nixon’s lie “I’m not a crook.” He lied about having no knowl-

edge of the Watergate break-in or the cover-up.

8. Bill Clinton’s lie, “I did not have sexual relations with that woman.” Ly-

ing under oath about his affair with Monica Lewinsky.

9. Bernie Madoff’s Ponzi scheme:  When Bernie Madoff admitted that his 

investment firm was "just one big lie," it was an understatement. In 

2008, he conned about $50 billion from investors who trusted him 

with their savings. 

10. The lie of Adolph Hitler that the Jews were the source of all the prob-

lems in the world.

However, there has never been a greater lie than the devil’s lie that you 

can sin and get away with it—That sin has no consequences. 

Several years ago I broke my right leg in nine places in a motorcycle acci-

dent. The bones have healed, but I’m still living with the consequences 

every day. Likewise, when we sin, we will suffer consequences.

I. The PRINCIPLE of consequences–Forgiveness does not re-

move consequences or chastening —“Howbeit…” (vs. 14-15 cf. 

Ps. 99:8).
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A. Although God forgave David’s sin and washes away the guilt, 

God never washes away the consequences of sin.  

 But even when He chastens, God is merciful and doesn’t pun-

ish us as much as we deserve (v. 13 cf. Ezra 9:13; Job 11:6). 

B. The Law of Recompense (Gal. 6:7). David must reap what he has 

sown.

•Verse 10: God will often punish sin after it's own kind. “With 
the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the froward 
thou wilt shew thyself forward” (Ps. 18:26 cf. Mt. 7:2). 

Poetic justice:

•Jacob lied to his father about his father’s favorite son 
(Esau); Jacob’s sons lie to him about his favorite son (Jo-
seph). 

•Pharaoh cruelly ordered the male infants of the Hebrews 
should be drowned (Ex. 1:24)—the Egyptian king and all 
his hosts were swallowed up by the Red Sea (Ex. 14:26). 

•Nadab and Abihu sinned by offering "strange fire" unto the 
Lord, and accordingly they were consumed by fire from 
heaven (Lev. 10:1, 2).

•Adonibezek cut off the thumbs and toes of the kings he 
took in battle, and in like manner the Lord rewarded him 
(Judges 1:6-7). 

•Agag’s sword made women childless, and so his own 
mother was made childless by his being torn in pieces by 
his sword (1 Sam. 15:33).

II. The PAIN of consequences—The pain of the harvest always 

eclipses the pleasure of the planting.  

 David is going to learn “the way of transgressors is hard” (Prov. 

13:15).

A. David’s family problems (cf. vs. 10-12)

1. Son by Bathsheba dies in infancy.

2. Amnon, David’s first born, rapes Tamar, his half sister. He is 

later murdered by Absalom.

2



3. Absalom rebels against his father and is later killed by Joab.

4. Adonijah, David’s fourth son, sets himself up as king before 

David’s death. Solomon had him executed.

B. If David had known the painful consequences of his sin, he 

probably would have never pursued those few moments of 

pleasure with Bathsheba.

III. The PURPOSE for consequences.

A. The HONOR of God to be restored (v. 14). 

1. What if God never sent consequences for sin—People would 

get a false impression of God’s character. They would think 

that God didn’t consider sin a serious matter. 

2. They would think God was like them when they sinned (Ps. 

50:18-21).

B. The HINDERANCE of repeating sin and hypocrisy. 

1. These consequences taught David a lesson (Heb. 12:11). 

2. David lived as a hypocrite for about a year after he covered 

up his sin.  David would “think twice” before trying to cover 

up his sins in the future. 

IV. The PERSISTENCE in the consequences. 

 What did David do after hearing of God’s consequences? 

A. David PRAYED (vs. 16-18). Lesson: Fasting and prayer is no 

guarantee that God will grant your request. 

B. David ACCEPTED God’s denial (vs. 19-21).  

1. David does not dwell on the child’s death or his sin. 

2. He trusted God for the future. God knows best.

C. David WORSHIPPED the Lord (v. 20). 

 Painful consequences often make people bitter. David didn’t 

get bitter—He got better.

1. David’s preparation for worship (v. 20).
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2. David’s priority of worship (v. 20). He put worship before eat-

ing.

D. David MOVED ON (vs. 22-23). David recognized that life must go 

on—He moves ahead with a fresh start.

1. Instead of looking back, David looks ahead for a reunion in 

heaven. 

Phillip Brooks was a great preacher in Boston. He became 

critically ill and would see no visitors. When Robert Ingersoll, 

the agnostic, heard that his friend was sick, he called at his 

home and was admitted at once. Ingersoll told Brooks, “I ap-

preciate you letting me see you, but why would you let me 

see you and not your other friends?” Brooks answered, “I am 

confident of seeing my other friends in the next world, but 


