
“A Little Past The Top of the Hill”
2 Samuel 16:1-2

In 2 Samuel 15, we’ve looked at:

(1) A son’s REBELLION… • He criticized his daddy (15:3). Did not honor his daddy.• He conspired against his daddy (15:4-6, 12). • He conned his daddy (15:7-12). • He confiscated was belonged to his daddy  
(2) A father’s RETREAT… (15:14)

(3) and a tearful REMORSE (15:30).  

Now we see David’s RELIEF at the top of the hill (read text).

    We all have hills to climb in the Christian life.  I’m glad there’s HELP “a 
little past the top of the hill,” if you can only make it to that point! 

    Are you climbing some “hill” today (a financial hill of debt... a hill of 
marital conflict… a hill of a medical infirmity… a hill of emotional stress)?  

    I don’t know where your hill may peak. I can’t tell you where the crest 
of the hill of your situation is. 

    But I do know this—God knows your limitations. He knows when 
you’ve reached the peak of your trial and you can’t go any further.  

There’s help and provision awaiting “a little past the top of the hill!”  

David found three things “a little past the top of the hill.”

I. A RIDE to carry him.
Thank-God, when you reach the top of the hill, God has some-
thing to carry you on!

A. The asses are for the King’s family to ride on!  Praise God, I’m 
adopted into the King’s family! My transportation is provided!

B. God will carry you when you cannot carry yourself!
1. Elijah got a ride at the top of a hill in a fiery chariot all the 

way to glory.
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2. The beggar Lazarus was transported “a little past the top of 
the hill” by God’s angels directly to Abraham’s bosom!

3. Paul was about to be stoned, and God showed up just past 
the top of the hill with a basket and transported him over the 
wall to safety.

4. John on the isle of Patmos, heard Jesus say, “Come up 
hither,” and the Lord transported him past the top of the hill!

5. One day, we are going to hear the trumpet sound, and we’re 
going to be transported out past the top of the hill like a gun 
shot! BANG! GONE!  

C. What is God going to transport us on? The wagon of grace... the 
taxi of mercy... and the missile of glory!

II. A RESOURCE to sustain him —He’ll fill you. 
The asses are to carry you—The food on the asses is to keep you 
going. 
There’s transportation for the weary legs—there’s encouragement 
for an empty heart.

A. BREAD = The Word of God (Mt. 4:4). Christ is the Bread of Life—
He satisfies and strengthens us.

B. FRUIT = Sweetener of life / Fruit of the Spirit. 

III. A REFRESHMENT to cheer him. 
Drink for the fainting and thirsty soul!

SUMMATION:  David was climbing that hill in despair.  He didn’t know 
Ziba was awaiting at the top with provisions.   Sometimes we must plod 
on, in faith, not knowing how God is going to sustain us, but trusting that 
He will.  

Keep on climbing—There are blessings “a little past the top of the hill.”

NEXT WEEK:  Ziba’s slander 

2


