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A Wise Choice 
1 Kings 3 

This chapter deals with Solomon’s acquisition of wisdom in answer to 

prayer. James 3:15-17 speaks of two kinds of wisdom: (1) earthly wisdom; 

and (2) “wisdom that is from above.” The wisdom Solomon received was 

“from above.”  

David is dead, and Solomon, his son, has been established as King (1 

Kings 2). Solomon was nothing like David, his father.  

•David was raised as a shepherd in the fields—Solomon was coddled 

as a prince in a palace.  

•David was a man’s man— Solomon was a ladies man—“mama’s boy.” 

•David lived a hard life—Solomon enjoyed a soft life. 

•David was a warrior—Solomon was a lover.  

•David fought battles—Solomon built buildings (3:1b). 

•David lived as soldier—Solomon lived in splendor (Luke 12:27). 

•David “served his own generation by the will of God” (Acts 13:36)— 

Solomon used his people to serve his extravagant lifestyle.   

•When David died, his people wept—When Solomon died the people 

begged his successor, Rehoboam, to lighten the yoke Solomon put on 

their necks.  

•David was a leader who trusted his God—Solomon was a politician 

who trusted his intellect and making marital alliances.  

1. Solomon’s ALLIANCE with Egypt (vs. 1-2).     

•After Solomon eliminates all the inside threats to his throne (1 

Kings 2), he brings in an outsider into the kingdom that leads to 

his eventual undoing (cf. 11:1-2). Not too wise!   

2. Solomon’s AFFECTION for the Lord (vs. 3-4).     

•Solomon never had the deep spiritual capacity for God that his fa-

ther David had.  Solomon did, however, recognize his shortcom-

ings.  After he married Pharaoh's daughter, he asked God for wis-

dom. 

I. God’s PROPOSITION to ask (v. 5).      
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!  God offers Solomon a blank check— “Ask what I shall give thee.” 

[What would you have asked for? Healing? Finances? A mate?  Sal-

vation of a loved one? The rapture?]     1

!  A good incentive to pray—God invites us to ask and He will an-

swer. “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great 

and mighty things, which thou knowest not” (Jer. 33:3). 

II. Solomon’s PRAYER for wisdom (vs. 6-10).     

A. COMMENCES with praise (v. 6). "Enter into his gates with   

thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise" (Ps. 100:4). Praise 

for great mercy… great kindness… a great people (v. 8). 

1. Praise for “Great mercy” [called “the sure mercies of David” -   

Acts 13:34.] No man in the Bible experienced more of God’s 

mercy than David.  

2. Consider God’s mercy in your own life—Do you recognize   

how merciful God has been to you? Then THANK HIM! 

B. CONFESSION of inadequacies (vs. 7-8 cf. Jer. 1:6).    

1. Solomon was about 20 years old. He contrasts his smallness   

to the nation’s greatness—a GREAT people, who were GOD’S 

people. 

2. The the driving force behind Solomon’s prayer was promo  -

tion of God’s kingdom and the welfare of God’s people. Not 

how can I enhance my own life, but how can I advance God’s 

kingdom. 

C. CHOSE something practical (v. 9 cf. 2 Chron. 1:10). Solomon   

could have asked for many things (v. 11).  But he chose to ask 

for only one thing—wisdom.  A wise choice.  It shows Solomon 

already possessed a certain amount of wisdom.  

Proverbs 4:5-8— Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; 
neither decline from the words of my mouth.  Forsake her not, 
and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee.  
Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all 

�  Ruckman suggests conducting a public survey (in a mall or door-to-door) asking this question: “If God 1

would grant you one thing, what would you ask for?” 
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thy getting get understanding.  Exalt her, and she shall promote 
thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her. 

III. God’s PLEASURE to answer (v. 10-15).   

!  Solomon’s prayer pleased the Lord (v. 10).  This should be the 

motivation behind all our prayers—God’s pleasure (Ps. 40:13).  I 

wonder how many of my prayers please the Lord? 

A. Solomon asked and GOD DELIVERED (3:12)!  James 1:5—If any of   

you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liber-

ally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 

B. Not only did Solomon get what he asked for, he got more than   

he could have ever dreamed (3:13-14).   

!  Solomon was known mainly for four things: (1) His Wealth (2 

Chron. 9:22);  (2) His Wives (700 wives and concubines); (3) 

His Writings (4:32); (4) His Wisdom (v. 12).  

C. Contrast Solomon’s prayer (for “an understanding heart”- v. 9)   

with David’s prayer (Ps. 51:10 - for “a clean heart…and a right 

spirit.”). Which do you believe was the better prayer?  

IV. Wisdom’s PROOF is displayed (vs. 16-28).   

A. Solomon’s wisdom was discernment. He watched how the   

women would react to the calling for a sword. What are these two 

harlots thinking? “What’s the King going to do with a sword? Is 

he going to kill the guilty woman?”  

B. Solomon watched the women’s reaction as he commands to cut   

the baby in half. He knew the real mother would respond first 

and not allow her child to be killed and would rather give the 

child up than to have it slain.  Bob Jones, Sr. said, “You can judge 

men by how they react to a sudden crisis.”  If the heart is not 

right, a person’s reaction will not be right.  

V. God’s PROMISE to provide (1 Kings 4:29-31a;  1 Kings 5:12—And    
the LORD gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised him…)  

!  Wisdom is not a permanent possession. We have seen how Solomon 

acquired wisdom, but notice lastly how it was abandoned later.   
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VI. The PASSING of wisdom (1 Kings 11:6-9 cf. Neh. 13:23-26).   
!  While Solomon had “an understanding heart,” but he did not 

maintain “a clean heart” and that lead to his moral downfall.  

A. Wisdom’s application. Solomon applied his wisdom to his rela  -

tionship with other people, but failed to make wise choices con-

cerning his relationship with God.  To be wise in human relation-

ships, but neglect your spiritual relationship to God, will lead to 

your undoing.   The #1 concern in a Christian’s life is to maintain 

a proper relationship with God. 

B. Our choices are determined by what we love.   

1. If you love the world, your choices will reflect that . If you   

love God, your choices will show it.   

2. In the beginning, “Solomon loved the Lord” (v. 3), therefore he   

made a choice that pleased the Lord (v. 10).  But good begin-

nings don’t always guarantee a happy ending. Notice how his 

love changed (cf. 11:1-4). 

SUMMATION:  Just as wisdom moved into Solomon’s life by making a 

wise choice—It moved out of his life by making unwise choices.  Here is 

the wisest man who ever lived, yet he allowed himself to be distracted 

from the God who gave him wisdom to begin with. Look at the mess he 

ended in.  

    Here are 4 things that will help you avoid what happened to Solomon:   

1. Be Reverent: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the 

knowledge of the holy is understanding. (Prov 9:10) 

2. Be Humble:  When pride cometh, then cometh shame: but with the low-

ly is wisdom. (Prov 11:2) 

3. Be Teachable:  Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wis-

er: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning. (Prov 9:9; 15:31; 

19:20) 

4. Be a soul winner (Prov. 11:30).  

! The wisest choice you could ever make is trust the Lord Jesus Christ to 

save your soul! 


