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The Perfecting of God’s Love 
1 John 2:5; 4:12, 17, 18 

In concluding this sermon series on the love of God, we come full circle 

to the text of the first message I preached on January 6, ten months ago.  

   No other writer in the New Testament spoke more about the love of 

God than the Apostle John. Some say that as John got older, that is all he 

talked about.   I can relate to that. The older I get, the more I appreciate 

God’s love and the more I want others to know it also.  

    As I reflect on my preaching today compared to how I preached when I 

was younger, it is not as harsh or “highly seasoned” as it was years ago. 

Today my preaching is more exhortation than admonition.  I believe this 

is due to God’s love is being perfected in me.  

I. The STARTING point.       

!  Back in the mid 1960’s Jackie DeShannon had a big hit song ti-

tled, “What the World Needs Now Is Love.” Candidly, no truer 

words have ever been spoken.  However, the “love” in the lyrics of 

that song is very different from the Biblical concept of love. 

A. Love starts with God—He is the SOURCE (1 John 4:19).     

1. An unsaved man, with only a depraved nature, is incapable of   

“agape” type love (God-like unconditional love).  Peoples’ mo-

tives in loving are basically tainted by self-interests. They 

show “love” for what they can get.    

2. Until a lost man knows God, the only kind of love he can give   

is some kind of “self-generated” love that is nothing more 

than carnal affection or emotional sentimentality.   

B. Only those who have received Christ can love in a Biblical sense   

because "God is love."  

1. 1 John 4:8—“He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is   

love.”  

2. Jesus told the Jewish leaders of His day, “…ye have not the   

love of God in you” (John 5:42).  If someone doesn’t have the 

love of God in them, they cannot show it.  
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    Just as the sun is our only source of daylight, God is our only 

source of love.  Sun rays reflect off objects, diffusing the at-

mosphere with light making it possible for us to see.   

    Likewise, God’s love enters the world and reflects off our hearts, 

making it possible for us to love Him and love others.  We have no 

innate capacity… no self-originating supply of love to give.  We can 

only give what we have received from God.  

II. The STEADY flow.      
!  Why does God love us?  I don’t know except to say, He loves us 

so we might love others.  

A. We are LOVED TO LOVE. We are loved by God so we can love   

others in return. 1 John 4:11— “Beloved, if God so loved us, we 

ought also to love one another.” 

1. When we are recipients of God’s love, that love is not to stop   

with us. We are not reservoirs of His love. We are conduits of 

His love.  

2. As Ephesians 5:2 says, “Walk in love, AS Christ also hath   

loved us…” Christ loved us so we can “walk in love.”  You 

cannot walk in something you don’t have! 

3. John 15:12— This is my commandment, That ye love one   

another, AS I have loved you.  

B. LOVING THE STRANGER (Dt. 10:14-19).   

1. God delighted to love Israel while they were strangers in   

Egypt (Dt. 10:15).  

2. God loves the stranger (v. 18).  Because Israel experienced   

God’s love while they were strangers, Israel was to love 

strangers in return (v. 19).  

•What is a “stranger”?  Ephesians 2:12—“…ye were without 

Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 

STRANGERS from the covenants of promise, having no 

hope, and without God in the world.” A stranger is someone 
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who is without Christ, without God, without hope.  They 

don’t know the love of God, like we do.  

3. Therefore, we are the conduit that God’s love must flow   

through to those without God.  

•Christ loved us while we were yet sinners— We should love 

sinners. 

•Christ loves the poor and needy— We should love the poor 

and needy. ILLUS: Thanksgiving baskets 

III. The SURE conclusion (1 John 4:12-19).   

A. The COMPLETION—”Herein is our love made perfect…" What is   

perfected love?   

! The word “perfect” means complete, full, lacking nothing. The 

perfecting of the love of God is about how it completed or ful-

filled in our lives.  

1. What does "herein" refer to?  The preceding verse says,"God   

is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God 

in him. Herein is our love made perfect..." "Herein" refers to 

our abiding in love or abiding in God and God's abiding in us

—As we dwell, or abide, in God, His love is perfected (or ful-

filled) in us. 

•Verse 12—The same two ideas are both here: God's abid-

ing in us and love being perfected in us.  

•Perfected love is… the love of God being lived out in our 

love for each other—"If we love one another...his love is 

perfected in us."  

2. Verse 17 says believers should be "as he is" (God) "in this   

world." Since "God so loved the world that he gave..." we must 

also love those in the world the same way—by giving! 

B. The CONSEQUENCE (vs. 17-18).   

•Verse 17 tells us how to have something everyone wants to 

have (boldness—no fear at the judgment). Verse 18 tells us 

how to get rid of something no one wants to have (fear/tor-

ment).   
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•These are simply positive and negative ways of saying the 

same thing:  Getting rid of fear is the negative way of saying 

having boldness. 

1. Love casts out our SELF-FOCUSED fear—“I’m afraid of what is   

going to happen to me” (cf. 2 Tim. 1:7).  

2. When love is perfected in our lives, there is no fear of tor  -

ment at the judgment (v. 18)!  I have no fear of going to hell 

at the day of judgment. If you fear facing God at the judg-

ment and going to hell, God’s love has not been perfected in 

your life. 

3. When you really love God and love sinners, you will not be   

afraid to witness to them about their soul.  If I really loved 

someone I knew was on the road to hell, I shouldn’t be afraid 

to warn them! 

SUMMATION:  Life is made up of relationships. And what are relation-

ships without love?   

Experiencing the love of God changes the way we think… the way we see 

others… the way we act… the way we live.  Love changes everything. 

Love can overcome hatred… anger… bitterness… and any other sin. “Love 

covereth all sins” (Prov. 10:12). 

Has God’s love been perfected in your life? 

•Are you demonstrating God’s love to others? 

•Are you loving sinners / strangers to bring them to Jesus? 

•Are you fearful about what will happen to you after death? 


