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The First Followers of Jesus 
John 1:35-51 

    Last week we walked with Jesus in the wilderness as He was tempted 

by the devil. Today we’ll walk with Jesus as He finds His first disciples: 

Andrew, Peter, Philip, Nathanael, and probably John. (v. 35, 37).  

! Follow occurs five times (vs. 37, 38, 40, 43). 

What lead these men to follow Jesus? Three things… 

I. An encouraging INFLUENCE (vs. 35-37).      

A. The MINISTRY of John— He was Christ’s “forerunner” to prepare   

the way of the Lord.  He prepared the way of the Lord by preach-

ing “Repent… for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” and baptiz-

ing those who repented.  

B. The MENTORSHIP of John—The first two followers of Christ were   

disciples of John the Baptist (v. 35- Andrew and most likely John.  

John never makes a personal reference to himself by name in his 

Gospel. He writes his gospel as an eyewitness.).  He already bap-

tized them and they began to follow him.  

C. The MESSAGE of John (v. 36). The purpose of John’s preaching   

was not to draw people to himself, but to point people to Jesus. 

"He must increase, but I must decrease" (John 3:30). “It’s not 

about me.” As you witness to people, don’t focus on denomina-

tions or personalities. Your goal should be to nudge people to 

Jesus. Lift Him up. 

!  John’s influence on Andrew and John was profound (v. 37

—“They heard him AND they followed Jesus”).  This is my de-

sire! When people hear me, it would lead them to follow 

Christ. Isn’t this what you desire?  When someone hears your 

testimony of Jesus, does it cause them to want to follow Je-

sus? Do you have any influence on people for Jesus? 

! Did you come to Christ because of someone’s influence? Who? 

II. An extended INVITATION (vs. 38-46).     
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A. The invitation from the SAVIOR (vs. 38-39). The first eight words   

spoken by Jesus in His public ministry were: “What seek ye? (a 

question—They were looking for the Messiah)… Come and see 

(an invitation)… Follow me (a call).” 

! What seek ye? What are you looking for?  

    If you are looking for someone who will make life easier, Jesus 

isn’t for you! If you are looking for someone who will take away 

all your problems, Jesus isn’t for you! 

    But, if you are looking for Someone Who will love you uncondi-

tionally, Jesus is for you! If you are looking for Someone Who can 

save your soul and give you a home in Heaven, then Jesus is for 

you! If you are looking for Someone Who can forgive your sins 

and change your life, then Jesus is just Who you are looking for! 

    What you get out of life depends on what you are looking for. 

So, what are you looking for? Chances are, you will find it! 

1. Their recognition (v. 38 - MASTER).    

2. Their request (v. 38). They were requesting an extended in  -

terview with Jesus. They wanted to know more.  This is a 

good sign of someone’s sincerity in following Jesus.  

!  Jesus invites them, “Come and see.” An invitation to ex-

amine Jesus for themselves. This invitation is still being of-

fered. Come taste and see that the Lord is good (Ps. 34:8). 

3. Their revision (v. 39). Their lives were changed forever. After   

spending the day with Jesus, they spent the rest of their lives 

following Jesus. No one ever meets Jesus and remains the 

same. 

B. The invitation from a BROTHER (vs. 40-42).    

1. The priority of Andrew. After spending the day with Jesus   

Andrew had to share his discovery with his brother Peter. 

Evangelism starts at home. 

There is an interesting comparison between the first broth-

ers mentioned in O.T. (Cain and Abel) with the first brothers 
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mentioned in the N.T. (Andrew and Peter). Cain murdered his 

brother Abel.  But Andrew won his brother to Christ! There is 

nothing greater that you can do as to lead someone in your 

family to Christ. 

2. The proclaiming of Andrew (v. 41).    

3. The pursuit of Andrew—“And he brought him to Jesus!”  What   

a statement!  Andrew is always mentioned in Scripture as 

bringing someone to Christ.  

a) He brought the lad with his lunch to Jesus (John 6).  

b) He brought a group of Greek curiosity seekers to Christ  

(John 12) 

! This is what we should all be endeavoring to do—Bring 

people to Jesus. 

C. The invitation from a FRIEND (vs. 43-45).     

1. Christ finds Philip (v. 43).  Andrew and John were pointed to   

Jesus by John the Baptist. Peter was brought to Jesus by An-

drew. Now, Philip is sought by Christ.  The circumstances of 

salvation may differ, but conversion always ends with a per-

son coming to Jesus Christ. 

2. Philip finds Nathanael (vs. 44-45).    

In verse 43, Jesus finds Phillip, but in verse 45, Philip tells 

Nathanael, "We have found him." Romans 3:11 teaches we don't 

find God. He finds us. 

III. An effective INVESTIGATION (vs. 46-51).   
!  Nathanael was a skeptic (v. 46a).  

A. The CHALLENGE of Philip (v. 46b) Investigate for himself (v. 47).   

B. The CONFRONTATION with Christ (vs. 47-48). Jesus knew all   

about Nathanael. He needed no introduction. (John 5:24-25— “…

he knew all men… for he knew what was in man.”). 

1. Jesus knew his conversation (v. 46-47). When Philip told   

Nathanael they found the Messiah—Jesus of Nazareth, 
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Nathanael plainly spoke his mind, “Can there any good thing 

come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46). This was a slam on Jesus, 

who was from there.  Jesus knew what he said. 

2. Jesus knew his character (v. 47). Jesus knew Nathanael was   

an honest skeptic (no guile). Guile is use of deceit.  Jesus was 

paying Nathanael a compliment for being honest and trans-

parent. May we all be so transparent in how we live. 

3. Jesus knew his circumstance (v. 48). Jesus saw him under the   

fig tree, because Jesus is God.  

What was Nathanael doing under the fig tree? In Jesus' day, 

students traditionally studied under fig trees.  It is probable 

Nathanael was studying Genesis 28—the story of “Jacob’s 

ladder.” This lead Jacob to say, "Truly God is in this place and 

I knew it not.” 

C. The CONFESSION of Nathanael (vs. 48-51). When a man is hon  -

est, God will show him the truth.  

1. The fact that Jesus knew all about Nathanael without ever   

meeting him, convinced Nathanael who Christ was!  Jesus 

knows all about you too. 

2. v. 50 paraphrase: ”Do you believe simply because I saw you   

under the fig tree? Stick around. You're going to see a lot 

more than that!” Coming to Christ and being saved is just the 

beginning (vs. 50-51). There are even greater things coming! 

•Jesus ascends back to heaven in the company of angels 

(Acts 1) and He’ll return accompanied by angels (2 Thess. 

1:7). 

SUMMATION: These are three things that still leads people to follow 

Christ: INFLUENCE… INVITATION… INVESTIGATION.  

Are you a follower of Jesus? 

Are you leading other to come to Christ?


