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The Fall of a Man of God 
1 Kings 12:33 - 13:32 

   The phrase, “the word of the Lord” occurs nine times in 1 Kings 13 (vs. 

1, 2, 5, 9, 17, 18, 20, 26, 32). This emphasis shows how important God’s 

Word is.   

    The term “man of God” occurs thirteen times (vs. 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 

12, 14, 21, 26, 29, 31).  The combination of these two phrases within 

this chapter illustrates how closely linked God’s word is to God’s man.   

No man is a “man of God” who isn’t properly related to “the word of the 

Lord.”   

    1 Kings 13 illustrates how a good man can be lead astray into apostasy 

(a falling away—cf. 1 Tim. 4:1).  

I. His DEVOTION. We don’t know his name.       
 ! 1 Kings 12:33 flows directly into 1 Kings 13:1        

A. Directed by “the word of the Lord” (v. 1).   

B. Denounced the altar in “the word of the Lord” (vs. 1-3). He did   

not address the King (v. 2)! Why?  

1. He was “negative” in his preaching. He preached against what   

was in opposition to God (vs. 1-2).  His message was unpopu-

lar (v. 4). 

2. Predicted future judgment that was fulfilled 300 years later   

(v. 2 cf. 2 Kings 23:15-16). 

C. Delivered the King (vs. 4-6). This man of God did not hold a   

grudge. He prayed for his enemy and God healed the King. An 

act of God’s mercy, yet Jeroboam persisted in his sin (vs. 33-34). 

D. Departed the premises according to “the word of the Lord” (vs.   

7-10). 

II. His DOWNFALL (vs. 11-19).     

A. He relaxed his vigilance (v. 14). He let his guard down and re  -

laxed in enemy territory.  Judah was only 4-5 miles from Bethel.  
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B. He compromised his resolve. Cf. “I will NOT go in with thee…” (v.   

8) — “I MAY NOT return with thee…” (v. 16). 

C. He neglected to try the spirits (vs. 18-19 cf. 1 John 4:1; Gal. 1:8;   

1 Thess. 5:21; Acts 17:11). 

1. He was deceived by a “retired” prophet man when he could   

not be “tripped up” by a wicked king (vs. 11, 18-19). It is eas-

ier to be deceived by a religious scholar than an unsaved per-

son.  [NOTE: A preacher may retire from a pastorate, but 

never retire from “the ministry.”]  

2. Up to this point God spoke directly to the younger prophet.   

Why would God speak to him now through an older prophet? 

D. He deviated from “the word of the Lord.”   

1. God’s Word is equated with His mouth (cf. vs. 17, 21).   

2. The “REVISION PRINCIPLE.”  God does not “revise” what He has   

said (cf. Jer. 14:14; 23:16-18, 32, 36; 27:15; 29:31; Ezek. 

13:7-8). 

3. This is where all apostasy begins. It is the same every time—  

A departure from what God said (cf. Gen. 3:1; Rev. 22:19). 

III. His DESTRUCTION. Destroyed by a lion (vs. 20-33; 1 Pet. 5:8).   

  A. Disobedience to God’s Word has consequences (v. 26).          

B. v. 28—The lion and the donkey standing by the corpse of the   

man of God. This was God’s witness that He did it. It was super-

natural—If the lion devoured the man, or traumatized the don-

key, people would say, “Oh well, That’s one of those things.” The 

fact the lion and the donkey were just standing by the corpse 

showed God had them on a leash.  He was in charge. 

C. “ALAS!” (vs. 29-32). Sorrow for a disobedient preacher.   

SUMMATION: QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1) Why did God command “the man of God” to refuse hospitality?  

2) What were the older prophet’s sons doing at Jeroboam’s worship ser -

vice (v. 11)? 
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3) Why was “the man of God” sitting under the oak tree?  

4) Why did the older prophet lie (v. 19)?  

•To test the younger man of God?  

•Was he starved for fellowship with another preacher.  

•Was he jealous of the young man of God and wanted him off the 

scene. 

•Perhaps he was lied to himself by the angel? Or, did he lie about 

the angel speaking to him? 

5) Why was there no angry protest from “the man of God” when he found  

out he was lied to? 

6) Why was the punishment so severe?  

!  God doesn’t tell us the answers. God withholds the answers to keep 

us focused on what really mattered:  Obedience to “the word of the 

Lord” is critical.  

LESSONS: 

•The goodness of God should lead to repentance. In Jeroboam’s case, 

he rejected it. 

•Never sway from the perfect will of God. 

•Beware of letting your guard down in enemy territory.  

•Try the spirits. Just because a man is a preacher or a Christian, 

doesn’t mean he is telling the truth. Never take man’s words over 

God’s word. 

•Obey God 100% 

!
!


