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The Powerless Disciples — The Powerful Christ 
Mark 9:14-29 (cf. Mt. 17:14-21; Luke 9:37-43)  

   After Jesus comes down from the glorious experience of the transfigu-

ration on the mount, He is confronted with a serious problem. 

   Our text is another example of Jesus casting out devils—An exorcism. 

Jesus performed exorcisms earlier (Mk. 1:21-28; 5:1-20; 7:24-30). 

“Demons” (devils, unclean spirits—fallen angels) are real.  

I. The FAILURE in the efforts of the disciples (vs. 14-19).      

A. Disciple’s INABILITY (v. 18—“They could not…”).    

!  Jesus gave His disciples power over devils in Mark 6:7-13. But 

now they are ineffective (vs. 17-18, 28). What happened? Past 

successes do not guarantee present successes.  

1. Disappointment of the father. This father came expecting   

help, but found none. How often does someone come to 

God’s people needing spiritual help, but leave disappointed? 

2. Discrediting of the disciples — “…THY disciples…”     

!  The failure of Christ's disciples would give cause for 

Christ’s enemies to doubt Christ.  When Christ’s church 

fails, it reflects negatively on Christ Himself. 

B. The Savior’s INVITATION (v. 19b—“Bring him unto Me.”).    

1. If Jesus is going to help, the problem must be brought to   

Him. 

2. There are some problems your pastor… the doctor… your   

friends cannot help.  Bring your problem to Jesus. 

II. The FIERCENESS in the assault by the devil (v. 17, 18, 20-22).     
! This no small problem. It was serious and very difficult.  

A. Impaired speaking (v. 17)—Satan affects the way a person talks.   

B. Deafness (v. 25). The devil makes us deaf to the voice of God   

and dumb to speak the truth of God. 

C. Foulness (v. 25). “foul”=impure, defiled, disgusting, nauseating.”   

That is what Satan does to a person. 
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D. Tearing (v. 18, 20). Uncontrollable convulsions.   

E. Forming (v. 18, 20). Like a mad dog.    

F. Gnashing of the teeth (v. 18). Grinding teeth in pain and distress.   

G. “Pineth away” (v. 18). “Pineth” means to wear away physically   

under distress or anxiety of mind; to weaken.  

H. Destruction by burning or drowning (v. 22).   

!  Satan is still out to destroy a parent’s children today. His 

name is Abaddon and Apollyon (Destroyer). His devices may 

be different—Instead of throwing into fire or drowning, Satan 

seeks to destroy our children with drugs, booze, immorality, 

sexually transmitted diseases, gang violence, suicide.  

III. The FRUSTRATION in the heart of the Daddy (vs. 17-18).   
!  Imagine what it would be like to have a son like this distraught 

father had? Have you ever had to deal with a uncontrollable child 

over a long period of time?  

A. He is WEEPING (v. 24). This boy was his father’s only son (Luke   

9:38). 

B. He is WEARY (v. 21).    

1. He’s agonized over his demonized son from the time he was   

“a child.”  Satan wastes no time to corrupt a child’s life. 

2. What was the point in asking “how long?”  Jesus was omni  -

scient. To show compassion—To give this father the oppor-

tunity to vent his frustration, fears, and feelings.  Before Je-

sus dealt with the problem He ministered to the person. 

IV. The FAITH in the midst of doubt (vs. 22-27).   

A. The APPEAL for help (vs. 22-23). Nothing this father did to help   

his son worked.  As a last resort he brings his son to Jesus. 

1. ”If thou canst do anything..." (v. 22). He wasn’t sure if Christ   

could help, probably due to the inability of Christ’s disciples.  

2. “If thou canst believe” (v. 23). Jesus turned the tables. The   

problem was not Christ’s ability. It was a matter if the man 

could believe (Heb. 11:6). 
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B. The ADMISSION of unbelief (v. 24).   

1. The positive profession— “Lord, I believe…” He had some   

faith because he brought his son to Jesus.  

2. The negative confession—“…help thou mine unbelief.”    

!  When we confess our unbelief, God helps our unbelief. 

!  ILLUS: Peter’s release from prison in answer to prayer 

mixed with unbelief (Acts 12:5-16). 

!  ILLUS: SARAH’S FAITH (Heb. 11:11 cf. Gen. 18:9-15)— 

Whose faith got Isaac conceived?  

•What did Sarah do when she heard she was going to 
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Like a bad tenant who has been evicted, he will do as much dam-

age as possible before leaving. Left him for dead. 

C. The REQUIREMENT for casting out the devil (vs. 28-29).    

1. “This kind” of devil required more than Christ’s commission   

to cast out devils. To cast out this entrenched devil also re-

quired “prayer and fasting.”  

2. Some situations, require more than prayer. Prayer must be   

coupled with fasting.  Some problems are like the “chariots of 

iron” Israel faced in the conquest of Canaan (Judges 1:19).  

•Fasting shows God you are earnest about your prayers.  

•How serious are you about what you are praying for?  

•How important is the problem in which you need God’s 

help?  Your marriage? Your children? Your country? Your 

church?  

•Have you fasted over it? If not, you are showing it’s not 

important enough to warrant giving up a few meals over. 

SUMMATION:  Is your faith mixed with unbelief?  Don’t give up. Jesus 

specializes in helping people with their unbelief if you will come to him 

and confess it.  


