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JESUS BETRAYED!—The Greatest Crime in History 
Matthew 26:14-16, 20-25, 45-56; 27:3-10; Luke 22:47-54; John 13:21-30; 

18:1-12 

   There are certain names in history that will always be associated with 

betrayal: Benedict Arnold who betrayed the Continental army in the Revo-

lutionary War.  

    Another name known for treachery was Marcus Brutus who was among 

the assassins of Julius Caesar. Caesar not only trusted Brutus, he favored 

him as a son.  According to Roman historians, Caesar first resisted the 

onslaught of the assassins. But when he saw Brutus among them with his 

dagger drawn, Caesar ceased to struggle and, pulling the top part of his 

robe over his face, asked, “You too, Brutus?” 

    There are infamous traitors in the Bible: Delilah, Absalom, and 

Ahithophel to name a few. The most notorious traitor of all was Judas Is-

cariot. His name always appears last in each biblical list of the apostles, 

except in Acts 1, where it doesn’t appear at all.  Whenever the name Ju-

das Iscariot is mentioned in the Bible it always linked to his betrayal of 

Christ. It will forever be synonymous with betrayal: 

•Matthew 10:4— …Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him. 

•Mark 3:19— And Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him: and they 
went into an house. 

•Mark 14:10— And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto the 
chief priests, to betray him unto them. 

•Luke 6:16— And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, 
which also was the traitor. 

•John 6:71— He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was 
that should betray him, being one of the twelve.  

•John 12:4— Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s 
son, which should betray him, 

•John 13:2— And supper being ended, the devil having now put into 
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him; 

The betrayal of Jesus is one of the most notorious crimes ever committed. 

I. The DEVILMENT in the man. (John 6:64, 70-71).      

 The devil is a deceiver. Satan works best when unsuspected.  
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Judas was “a mole” amongst the twelve.  A “mole” is like a double-

agent—An enemy who poses as a loyalist within the ranks of an or-

ganization while covertly working against it, usually to steal from it.  

A. He was an Apostle—Wrought miracles. Helped distribute the   

bread and fishes that fed 5,000.  

B. He was a preacher.   

C. He was baptized.    

D. He was Jesus’ friend (Ps. 41:9 cf. Mt. 26:50). A close associate   

(Ps. 55:12-14 cf. Acts 1:17). The ones who can hurt you the most 

are the ones who are closest to you. 

E. He was trusted (the treasurer).  Judas was an embezzler.   

F. He sat with Christ at the last supper. He was completely unsus  -

pected—When Jesus announced at the Lord’s Supper He would 

be betrayed by one of them, they all questioned, “Is it I?”  No 

one, but Christ knew who the “mole” was (John 13:2, 11, 21-27). 

G. He was LOST! He didn’t LOSE salvation—he never have it! John   

17:12—“…those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of 

them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be 

fulfilled.” 

1. He was a TARE among the WHEAT!  Look identical. There are   

some who are IN church but not IN Christ. Their name is on a 

church roll, but not in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 

2. If Judas were alive today, you would find him in church on   

Sunday!  If Judas lived in Port Orchard, I don’t doubt he would 

attend BBC.  Who knows? He might be sitting in the same pew 

as you. Or he might even be closer than that. 

3. One of the ways Satan works is by disguising himself in the   

character of others (2 Cor. 11:13-15).  

II. The DESIRE behind his motives (Mt. 26:14-16).     

A. The motive behind Judas’ deed of betrayal?  MONEY! (1 Tim.   

6:10).  
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B. How much did it take to buy him off?  30 pieces of silver (Mt.   

26:15). A cheap price.  Judas sold out the Lord Jesus Christ for 

less than twenty-five bucks (modern currency). 

•The price of a healthy slave — $25.00 (Ex. 21:32). 

C. 30 pieces of silver was Judas’ price. The tragedy of it all is that   

many men today sell out the Lord for far less. 

III. The DETAILS of his method (Mt. 26:47-48).   

A. The SOLDIERS. Judas lead a large detail of well armed guards to   

ambush Jesus. He thought he had Jesus trapped. 

1. A “band” of men (John 18:3). A le  -

gion of soldiers is 6,000. A “band” 

of soldiers is 1/10 of a legion.  It 

was totally unnecessary. Jesus was 

not looking to escape. 

2. Jesus was not taken by surprise   

(John 18:4).  Jesus knew exactly what was happening. He pre-

dicted it (Mt. 26:21–“One of you shall betray me.”).  When 

Judas heard that, he must have been shocked—“How did He 

know? Who told Him?”  

    Judas forgot Jesus is God and knows all things—even the 

very thoughts of your mind and the intent of your heart.  He 

knows your motive for doing whatever you do.  He knows 

what you love and what you hate. He knows the decisions you 

will make today, even before the decision is made. 

    We may have everyone around us fooled. Judas did. But no 

one can fool God! Jesus knows… 

3. Jesus was prepared to surrender (John 18:11— “Then said   

Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup 

which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?”)  

B. The SIGN (Mt. 26:48). “The Judas Kiss”—One of the basest acts of   

treachery recorded anywhere in sacred or secular history. Prov 

27:6  “…the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.” 
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 What does the word “kiss” represent?  Not the rock group 

named “Kiss.” Not the acronym, “Keep It Simple Stupid.”  A 

kiss is an expression of love and devotion.  

1. Being betrayed is bad enough—but to betray Christ with a   

kiss is the height of hypocrisy.  Jesus said to Judas, “Betrayest 

thou the Son of man with a kiss?” (Luke 22:48). 

2. When people say they love the Lord with their lips, yet live   

their lives for the world, they are committing the sin of Judas.  

IV. The DECLARATION of the Master (John 18:4-6).   

A. His deity—The tetragramma  -

tion—“I am…” — A (vs. 5-6 cf. 

Ex. 3:14). 

B. His humanity (vs. 7-8). With His   

captors sprawled on the 

ground, Jesus could have 

walked away. But He waited un-

til they came to, and repeated His question. Here we see Jesus 

was not taken by force. He offered no protest but gave Himself 

up voluntarily. He could have called legions of angels if He want-

ed to be delivered (Mt. 26:52-54).  

V. The DOOM of the mole.     

 Judas is sometimes called “the man who kissed the door of heav-

en, and went to hell.”   

A. His SORROW (Mt. 27:3-4— he “repented himself…” ).    

   TWO TYPES OF SORROW (2 Cor. 7:9-10):             

1. "Godly sorrow" is focused on God and produces repentance   

(Ps. 51:4). 

•EXAMPLES of "godly sorrow”—“I'm no good." "God, unless 

You do something for me, and to me, I'm not worth 

shooting." "God, please save me, and change me."  

2. "The sorrow of this world" is focused on self / world (Mt.   

27:3). Sorry only for the effects of their sin or for being 
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caught. Judas was sorry HE MADE A MISTAKE. Repentance is 

not only being sorry for what you've done; repentance is be-

ing sorry for what you ARE.  

•Judas only repented only to priests, not God.  This is 

where we go wrong. We are sorry about our sins, but fail 

to confess to the one we offended. 

•EXAMPLES of "The sorrow of this world"—"I've made a 

mess of things." "I've ruined my life." "I'm a failure." "There 

is no hope... I wish I was dead." 

 Peter is an example of "godly sorrow.” Judas is an example 

of the "the sorrow of this world”:  

•Both Peter and Judas were apostles…  

•Peter denied Christ / Judas betrayed Christ 

•Peter was sorry / Judas was sorry 

•Peter went to heaven / Judas went to hell 

B. His SUICIDE (Mt. 27:5).    

1. The final act of a man who could not live with himself and the   

guilt of what he had done. The ultimate irony of this tragedy

—Judas died before Jesus did. 

•Judas’ sin left him all alone in the world.  A few hours ear-

lier—hundreds behind him, now all alone.  

2. The rope or limb breaks, Judas’ body falls against the rocks   

below, and Acts 1:18 says, ”all his bowels gushed out." 

3. His DOOM was SEALED…with a kiss!  Acts 1:25  “…Judas by   

transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.” He is in 

hell this evening where he deserves to be. 

• ”Woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be 
better for him if he had not been born" (Mark 14:21). 

• If you die without being born again, there will be a day 

when you will wish you had never been born at all. 
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SUMMATION:  Is it possible for a Christian to betray Christ, today? When 

Jesus announced, “One of you shall betray me,” ALL the disciples won-

dered, “Is it I?”  Why would they ask that if it were not possible for anyone 

of them to to betray Christ? 

•We betray Jesus by professing our love for Him, while standing with 

the world against Christ (John 18:5).  

•By singing “O How I Love Jesus” at church on Sunday, when our ac-

tions say otherwise. 

•By supporting unscriptural position (abortion/gay rights) to secure a 

the favor of the enemies of Christ.  

•By pleasing ourselves at the expense of pleasing Christ. 

•By refusing to forgive someone whom Christ has forgiven. 

    The difference between Judas’ situation and our is, Jesus is no long 

vulnerable to human injustice. Nothing we do, or don't do, can take away 

from Christ’s work.   

    In other words, our loyalty to Jesus is something that benefits us rather 

than Him. Likewise, our betrayal of Jesus is something that hurts us 

rather than Him.  

    Whereas we often focus on how Jesus was hurt by Judas betrayal, the 

bigger issue is how Judas hurt himself by being unfaithful.  He lost a 

close and loving friend… He lost his position with the apostles… He suf-

fered emotional anguish at the thought of betraying an innocent blood… 

His guilt drove him to take his own life by hanging himself. 

    Likewise, we experience similar losses when we are unfaithful to Jesus. 

Although a Christian can never be separated from Christ when we betray 

Him by our actions, we will feel a “disconnect” in our fellowship with God 

and other Christians. Church services lose their appeal and our service for 

Christ becomes a drudgery.  Our conscience becomes uneasy.  

    Have you in someway betrayed Christ by your actions—You are only 

hurting yourself if you are a Christian. 


