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Walking With Jesus To Emmaus 
Luke 24:13-32—From Bewildered Hopes to Burn-

ing Hearts / From Holden Eyes to Opened Eyes 

It was late afternoon on the first Easter Sunday.   

    Two disciples were walking to their home in 

Emmaus after an eventful day.  A 7½ mile walk from Jerusalem (v. 13; 

about 2½ hours, cf. v. 29).    

    They were not part of the Twelve.  One was Cleopas (v. 18). The other 

was possibly his wife Mary (cf. John 19:25) since they both lived in the 

same house.  Whoever they were, they were disciples—Followers of Jesus 

(vs. 21-22; Amos 3:3). 

    As they traveled the talked about “the things which had happened.”  

They were trying to “reason” what it all meant. 

I. The ENCOUNTER in the way. (vs. 15-24).      

 Jesus Himself drew near—Just as Jesus drew near two these sad-

dened and bewildered disciples He still draws near today.  

 They did not recognize Jesus because He appeared “in another 

form” (v. 16; Mk. 16:12 cf. John 20:14-15). 

•How often Jesus draws near to us and we fail to recognize His 

presence because we are too focused on our circumstances?  

•They thought He was “a stranger” (v. 18). Amen!  Jesus was a 

“stranger” to this world (Mt. 25:35-46), as are all His followers 

(Mt. 17:25-26; Heb. 11:13; 1 Pet. 2:11). 

•Jesus joined in their conversation.  What if Jesus joined you in 

your conversations with others?  Would the topics of your con-

versation embarrass you?  If you knew Jesus was standing 

among those you talk with, would your conversation be differ-

ent?  

•The subject of our conversation reveals the interests of our 

heart.  Just listen to people talking in the church foyer—Where 

to eat… Sporting or social events… etc.  Seldom do you hear 
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people talking about spiritual things or what they learned 

from the sermon.  

 “What things?” (v. 19). He wasn’t asking because He didn’t know.  

He knew “what things” since they happened to Him!  He asked to 

get them to confess their problem. 

A. The problem of a SHAKEN FAITH (vs. 19-24).     

 In answer to Jesus’ question “What things?” Cleopas mentions 

SEVEN things that shook their faith… 

1. The PERSON of Jesus— “Jesus of Nazareth, which was a   

prophet…” Did not call Jesus the Christ (Messiah) because His 

death seemed to contradict Him being the Messiah. 

2. The POWER of Jesus — “…mighty in deed and word…” No one   

more mighty in performing miracles and preaching the Word. 

3. The PRAISE of Jesus — “…before God and all the people.” Je  -

sus found favor with God and men.  

4. The PERSECUTION of Jesus — “…the chief priests and our   

rulers delivered him to be condemned to death, and have 

crucified.” The only exception to the praise of Christ was the 

religious leaders. 

5. Their PERCEPTION of Jesus — “We trusted that it had been he   

which should have redeemed Israel" (Luke 24:21). They 

“trusted” (v. 21) that Jesus who entered Jerusalem on back of 

a donkey would redeem Israel and establish His messianic 

kingdom.   Instead, He was crucified.  How could they have 

been mistaken that He was the promised Messiah who would 

redeem Israel? 

•We must never allow outward circumstances shake our 

faith.  Our faith must be settled on the sure Word of God, 

not a religion or religious leader. 

6. The PREDICTION of Jesus — “…and beside all this, to day is   

the third day since these things were done.” They heard His 

prediction He would be raised on the third day, but they still 

doubted. 
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7. The PERPLEXITY about Jesus — "Certain women also of our   

company made us astonished, which were early at the sepul-

cher; and... found not his body... seen a vision of angels, 

which said that he was alive.” This left them confused. If He 

is alive, where is He? 

B. The problem of a SLUGGISH FAITH (v. 25).    

1. They heard the testimony of the women and other disciples,   

but they had not seen the risen Lord Himself. All they knew 

was SOMETHING HAPPENED…but WHAT?—Jesus was not in 

the grave, but they could not explain it. 

•There is a lot of talk about the resurrection goes no far-

ther than “something happened.” The tomb is empty but 

the truth has not “gripped their heart.”  

2. We tell what we’ve heard from others without experiencing it   

ourselves—We discuss the subject but we lack substance.  We 

are quick with the facts, but slow in our faith. We say Jesus is 

coming again, but it doesn’t translate into how we live.  

II. The EXPOSITION of the Scriptures. (vs. 25-27).     

  The reason Christ withheld His identity (v. 16) was so He could 

instruct them in the Scriptures without distraction.  If they knew it 

was Jesus talking to them they would have been so amazed and 

excited it would have hindered His exposition of the Scriptures.   

We need to remove as many distractions as possible when we 

come to study God’s Word.  

A. UNBALANCED view of prophecy.  The problem with these two   

disciples was their “lopsided” view of prophecy (cf. 1 Pet.1:11). 

They wanted a militant Messiah, not a meek Messiah. They saw 

the CROWN, but missed the CROSS. 

B. BALANCED view of prophecy.  The word “ALL” is the KEY—Not   

just the Scriptures about the glories of the Kingdom, but also 

darkness of the cross. 

 Some people only talk about the positive truths in the Bible, 

but avoid doctrines of judgment… sin… hell…  
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•“And beginning at Moses…”— Abraham and Isaac; Leviticus 

types 

• “…and ALL the prophets…”— Isaiah 53. 

•“…in ALL the scriptures…” — Psalm 22 

1. What an amazing lesson it must have been to hear the “In  -

spirer” of the scriptures explain the scriptures!  The 7½ mile 

walk must have gone by fast! 

2. OUR JOB is to expound the Scriptures! If you are going to tell   

people about Jesus, you must to tell them what the Scriptures 

say. 

III. The ENLIGHTENMENT of the heart (vs 28-46).   

A. The INVITATION that was strong (vs. 28-29).   

1. Jesus tested their sincerity (v. 28). If they had not bidden Him   

to abide, He would have moved on, and they would missed a 

blessing. 

•Jesus will walk with you as far as you want Him to go. 

•Jesus will abide with you as you invite Him to. 

2. Jesus never forces His way into anyone’s life (Rev. 3:20).    

3. They were earnest in their invitation (v. 29).  They wanted to   

know more! They wanted Jesus to ABIDE with them, not just 

converse with them. 

B. The IDENTITY that was shown (vs. 30-31).   

1. They “holden” eyes (v. 16) became “opened” eyes (v. 31)!    

2. What was it about the “breaking of bread” that opened their   

eyes to recognize this was Jesus? It could not be a reference 

to the supper in the upper room a few days earlier, since they 

were not present.  Perhaps it was at the feeding of the 5,000 

and noticing the nail prints in His hands when He handed 

them the bread.  That is how Israel will recognize Jesus when 

He returns in the second advent (Zech. 13:6). 
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3. The important thing is not how Jesus was made known to   

them, but the fact He was made known.  Jesus will make 

Himself known to anyone who honestly wants to know Him. 

C. The INSPIRATION that was stirring (vs. 32-35).    

1. “AND THEY KNEW HIM,” and because they knew Him, they   

were no more sad (v. 32)!  He still can change sad hearts to 

glad hearts through His Word. 

2. “AND THEY KNEW HIM,”— DO YOU KNOW HIM? (not just   

about Him).  

3. “AND THEY KNEW HIM,”—Because they knew Him they wanted   

others to know Him (vs. 33-34)!  Their understanding of the 

Scriptures gave them holy heartburn that motivated them to 

tell others (Jer. 20:9). 

The trip back to Jerusalem from Emmaus probably went by much faster 

than the walk to Emmaus.  


