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"What Think Ye |Of &hrisk?” | )

Matthew 22:41-46

The Bible records nearfy J0Q queptjons that Jesus asied.! [He was a
Master interrogatorfillesfiMas ekpert dt asking the ight uestions.
Some of th§ questiofs JepYs|laqitel ydre:

o “Whycq yemell or|,! or|(lig o no| he hings vvnhich [ say? (Luke
6:46) '

o “Wherelis your 7i h? (Lgke'8i2b)

e “Wha spha i proi g mgn | e dha gain he wor |, an| ose his
own sofy ? (Mk. B:36

o “ ow ccu e escgipe lhe |amnp jon oane ? (Mt. 23:33)

° oves me? (John 21115k17)
e “Wherelare he nine?! (Lyke|17:11
Over the ant few|months w% Wi
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° ha wi hou |ha I shbu olup | nee? (Mk. 10:51; Luke 18:41).
o y Go J»ﬁ:/(}o , Why has| | Hou ? en me? (Mt,|27:46).

er'these and sevenal other

Any proféssional journalist will hat it is critical to ask the right
question to|elicit the right inforr s was very apparent at last
week’s Repuiblican Presidential debate. | think the Fox News panel did a
great job asking probing questions that forced the candidates to deal
with issues and not just “talking points.”

Jesus never asked a question for His own benefit. Christ’s questions
were designed to engage a conversation, bring conviction, provoke peo-
ple to think, or force someone to confront an important truth.

For example, sometimes Jesus would answer a question by asking a
question (see Mt. 21:23-27). By this exchange Jesus linked His ministry
with that of John the Baptist’s. It was a “package deal.”

2>|n Matthew 22 our Lord was confronted by the religious leaders of His
day. They asked him several questions about religion and politics, mar-

riage, and the Law of Moses—the same kind of questions people still ask
today. Remember, the motive behind them asking these question (v. 15).
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After silencing all their queptions, Jesus posé¢s a question to them. It is
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2. Many don’t think of Christ at all! Psalm 10:4 says of the
wicked, “God is not in all his thoughts.” Why? Because think-
ing about God, the Bible, or eternity makes people feel un-

easy.



B. The RELATIONSHIP in your thinking. Your relationship to Jesus
Christ will be based on what you think of Him. If you think He is
God, you will obey Him. If you think He is the Savior, you will
trust Him. If you think He is just another man, you’ll reject Him.

C. The RESPONSE of your thinking. A person’s lifestyle will usually
reflect what he thinks of Christ (Prov. 23:7).

e | was created in the image of God, therefore | have the ability
to choose or decide.

e When I’m confronted with a fact, whatever that fact may be, |
deal with it first in my mind.

e My opinion of the fact depends upon my emotional attitude
towards it. | like it or dislike it... | love it or hate it... | accept
it or reject it... or, | don’t care. Those are emotional re-
sponses.

e The thinking is the deepest thing. Then my emotions are
moved by my thinking. My will is often influenced by my
emotion.

e |t is possible for a man to think ong thing, then be moved
emotionally by that thought, and y¢t by the act of the wil
refuse to obey the emotion or intellect. That is one of th¢
greatest dangers in our lives.

e This often happens concerning Chifist. People are confrorfted
with the truth of Christ, but becaude of their depraved enpo-
tional nature, reject Him, in spite of the facts.

Ill. It is a PERTINENT question—“Wha hin] ye o CHRIST? WhosJ;
Son is he?
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B. The INACCURACY of many. Many who have wrong thoughts
about Christ.

1. Mormons think Jesus was a mortal man who attained god-
hood.

2. Jehovah Witnesses think Jesus was a lesser god who was cre-
ated by a bigger g
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this question, the Pharisees showed their igno-
wn Scriptures.

ye o CHRIST? Whose Son is he? Your answer
nship with Him and how you will spend eterni-

able to answe
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SUMMATION: “Wha hin
will determine your rela
ty.

How has your tho
ference in how you

of Christ changed your life? If there is no dif-
u have not thought rightly about Christ.



