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“What Shall A Man Give in Exchange for his Soul?”  
Mark 8:34-38— Question: What’s Your Soul Worth? (Mt. 16:26) 

    It is said, “Everyone has a price.” There is little evidence of those in the 

world to say otherwise.  If that is so, then we should wonder, “What is my 

price?”  

    There is a story of a man who approached a woman to escort him on a 
date.  He asked her, “If I gave you a million dollars, would you go out with 
me and afterwards spend the night with me?” She answered, “Yes, I 
would.” Then the man asked, “How about for twenty dollars?” The woman 
answered angrily, “What kind of woman do you think I am?”  He said, 
“We’ve already determined what kind of woman you are, now we’re nego-
tiating your price!”  

    In the book, “The Day America Told the Truth,” a survey asked this 

question: “What are you willing to do for $10 million dollars?” 25% said 

they would abandon their families; 23% said they would become a prosti-

tute for a week; and 7% said they would kill a stranger.   Amazing! In a 1

crowd of 100 random people, there are seven who would commit murder 

if the price was right! 

    That brings us to the question of our text.   

    It is important to understand that a man doesn’t HAVE a soul—Man IS 

a soul (Gen. 2:7).   2

I. The TREMENDOUS WORTH of the soul. 
  So, how much is your soul worth?  

All the gold in the world put together would make a cube only 18 

yards square.  That includes all the gold in every piece of jewelry, 

in every vault, in every brick and coin, in every museum, in every 

false tooth, and in every gold-plated object. All of it put together 

would only be one-tenth the size of the Washington Monument! 

   According to Jesus, your soul is worth much more than that! 

 R. Kent Hughes, Disciplines of a Godly Man, Kindle edition, 2001, Location 1334.1

 NOTE: The Bible uses the words “soul” and “life” interchangeably because the unsaved man’s soul is 2

connected to his flesh. When a person is saved, their soul is cut loose from their flesh. This is called “spir-
itual circumcision.” See Colossians 2:11.
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   Jesus says your soul is worth more than entire world—All the 

oceans, all the mountains, all the continents, all the silver, all the 

gold, all the rubies, all the diamonds, all the resources put togeth-

er, all of it...not worth one single, solitary soul! 

  What determines something’s value?  

 A. Determined by it’s DESIGNER – Who made it?  

•A wrist watch designed by Laurel & Hardy or the Three 

Stooges would not be worth as much as a Rolex!  

  1. Man was designed and created by God.   

  2. We are not an accident of evolution. “Intelligent design.” 

 B. Determined by it’s DURABILITY.    

1. When you invest in a house, a car, a mattress, or lawn mower, 

you want to know—how long will it last? 

2. There are only two things on earth that will last forever—The 

Word of God and the souls of men.  

•Your body is the house in which your soul lives.  Your 

body will die and go back to dust.  But your soul will still 

exist somewhere—either in heaven or hell forever.  

•There was a time when you were not… but there will nev-

er be a time when you will no longer be. 

 C. Determined by it’s DESIRABILITY! 

1. The rarity of a thing makes it valuable. Someone says, "There 

are many souls."  But God never makes duplicates. YOU ARE 

UNIQUE—One of a kind!  You are valuable to God! 

2. What someone is willing to pay determines it’s worth.  

• Jesus wants YOU (Luke 19:10—“The Son of man is come to 

seek and to save that which was lost.”)!  

•He paid an awesome price for you (1 Pet. 1:18-19)! 

The $20 Bill:  A well-known speaker started off his seminar by hold-

ing up a $20 bill.  He asked the audience, "Who would like this $20 

bill?" Over 200 hands went up.  
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    He proceeded to crumple the bill up. He then asked, "Who still 

wants it?" Still the hands were up in the air.  

    “Well, what if I do this?" He dropped it on the ground, and started 

to grind it into the floor with his shoe. He picked it up, now crum-

pled and dirty. "Now, who still wants it?" Still hands went into the air.  

    "You have all learned a very important lesson—No matter what I 

did to this $20 bill, it did not decrease in value. It was still worth 20 

dollars." 

    Your life may have been crumpled and ground into the dirt by de-

cisions we make and the circumstances of life.  We feel we’re dam-

aged, dirty, and worthless. But, no matter what has happened in 

your life, you will never lose your value to God. 

    The worth of our life comes not in what we do, but by who we 

are.  You are a living soul for whom Jesus shed His precious blood. 

You are worth more than the world to God (Mk 8:36). As Ethel Wa-

ters used to say, "God don't buy no junk!" 

II. The TRAGIC WASTE of a soul. 

 It is tragic to see someone lose their health, spouse, family, job, 

etc. But the greatest tragedy is for someone to lose their soul. 

 The tragedy of wasting your soul on the world (1 John 2:15-17—

The three components of the world). 

 A. The lust of the FLESH – The compelling urge to DO.  

  1. The desire for FUN and PLEASURE. 

2. If you never had to say “no” to anything you ever wanted to 

do—That would only be ⅓ of the world. 

 B. The lust of the EYES—The compelling urge to HAVE. 

  1. The desire for FORTUNE and POSSESSIONS.  

•Rich Young Ruler (Luke 18:18-23) 

•The Rich Fool (Luke 12:16-21) 

2. If you could have everything your eyes could see—That only 

be ⅓ of the the world. 

 C. The PRIDE of life—The compelling urge to BE. 
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1. The desire for FAME and POWER.  

2. If you could BE anyone or anything you wanted to be—Popu-

lar, powerful, president—Rich, famous, beautiful, muscular, 

tall, short, slim—That would only be ⅓ of the world. 

 So, if you DO anything you wanted to do—HAVE everything your 

eyes could see—And BE anyone you wanted to be—It would not 

be worth losing your own soul! 

ILLUS: Charlemagne the Great, the emperor of France, ruled most of 

the European continent.  He was incredibly wealthy. When archaeol-

ogists opened his tomb they saw the treasures that were buried 

with him.   

    He was not buried in a coffin, he was placed on a throne.  There 

was a crown placed on his head.  It had slipped down around his 

skull.  The Bible was on his lap.  It was opened and his bony finger 

was pointed to a verse. Can you guess what verse it was? That's 

right, THIS VERY VERSE - Mark 8:36—"What shall it profit a man if 

he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul."  That dead 

man’s finger spoke greater truth than anything he ever said during 

his lifetime! 

III. The TERRIFIC WARFARE over your soul. 

A. Jesus is not the only one who wants your soul—So does Satan (1 

Pet. 5:8).  

•Jesus told Peter, “Satan hath desired to have you, that he 

may sift you as wheat” (Luke 22:31). 

B. Wars are fought over things that are valuable (Land; rights; 

ideals).  

C. The devil is not going to give you up without a fight! 

SUMMATION:  I read about a teenager who lost a contact lens while play-

ing basketball in his driveway.  After an unsuccessful search, he told his 

mother the lens was lost. Immediately, she went outside and in a few 

minutes returned with the contact lens in her hand. 

    "How did you find it, Mom?" the teenager asked. 



E(

    "We weren't looking for the same thing," she replied. "You were looking 

for a small piece of plastic. I was looking for $100." 

    That is what makes the difference in how much effort we make in seek-

ing to win a lost soul.  We are not just seeking another church member.  

We are seeking an eternal soul that is worth more than the entire world.  

   There is one word in Mark 8:36 that everyone is interested in—The 

word “PROFIT.” That is the bottom line. No one wants to waste their 

money or their time.  They want to make profitable investments.  

    Since one soul is worth more than the entire world, what is the most 

PROFITABLE thing you can do on earth?  Simple—Do all you can to get 

souls saved.  

    If a lost soul is worth more than all the world to Jesus, shouldn’t a lost 

soul be worth you expending some of your life to get him saved? 

    Is a lost soul worth 90 minutes of your time once a month working on 

a G.R.O.W team to reach them with the gospel?  


