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The Savior’s Drawing Power 
Luke 2:7-16 

    For the next three weeks I will be preaching a series of messages cen-

tering around the birth of Christ.  In this message we will consider “The 

Savior’s Drawing Power.” 

   Throughout the earthly ministry of Christ, He always drew a crowd.  

Multitudes flocked to Him. There is something about Jesus that attracts 

people to Him (and also repeals people).  

    Even when He was a baby, people were drawn to Jesus—The Shep-

herds, Simeon, and the wise men from the east were all drawn to Christ 

by some form of divine revelation. Apart from the revelation they re-

ceived, none of them would have come to Jesus.  

I. The shepherds came by a revelation that was PROCLAIMED 

(Luke 2:7-16). 

A. The DECLARATION concerning the Messiah. Good news… Salva-

tion…  

B. The DECISION to move (v. 16).  

C. The DASH to the manger (v. 16). No delay! Made a beeline to the 

manger.  The original “Christmas Rush.”  

II. Simeon came by a revelation that was POWERFUL (Luke 2:21-

30). 

 Simeon’s name means “one that hears.” “Faith cometh by hearing, 

and hearing the Word of God” (Rom. 10:17).  Simeon believed the 

Scriptures about the coming of the Messiah.  

A. Simeon was WAITING for the consolation of Israel.  The Holy 

Ghost was upon him and made a revelation to him (vs. 25-26).  

•Simeon is a picture of a Christian who is alive when the Lord 

comes in the “rapture”—“…he should not see death, before he 

had seen the Lord’s Christ.”  Christians who are alive when Je-

sus comes will never die physically.  
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•Enoch is also a picture of Christians who will be raptured to 

heaven without dying (Heb. 11:5).  

B. Simeon was WATCHING.  

1. Because of the “revelation” he received, you can be sure he 

scanned every child that was brought into the Temple, won-

dering which child was “the Lord’s Christ.”  

2. Lead of the Spirit—The Holy Ghost who directed Simeon to 

the place where Jesus would show up (v. 27). When Joseph 

and Mary came in carrying the baby Jesus, the Holy Ghost 

said to Simeon, “That’s Him!”  

•The Holy Spirit always points to Christ.  

3. As soon as Simeon embraced Jesus he was ready to go (vs. 

28-30).  

•Once a person has embraced Jesus, this world no longer 

has a hold on him.  If you’re not ready to die, or for the 

Lord to come back, you’ve either never met the Lord, or 

you are backsliden.  

    Are you watching for Christ? 

III. The wise men came by a revelation that was PROPHESIED 

(Mt. 2:1-6).  

 The word translated "wise men" (magi) refers to a group of schol-

ars who studied the stars (astronomers).  Because of their knowl-

edge of the stars, oriental rulers would consult them regarding 

the future (Dan. 1:10; 2:10).  

 They were pagan GENTILES from the EAST—Probably from Baby-

lon where Daniel prophesied. Daniel was chief over the wise men 

in Babylon (Dan. 2:28). This was Daniel’s crowd. 

A. THE PROPHECY—While in Babylon Daniel prophesied of “one like 

the Son of man… And there was given him dominion, and glory, 

and a kingdom… his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 

shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be de-
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stroyed” (Dan. 7:13-14). These wise men would have been aware 

of Daniel’s prophesy.  

1. Daniel also prophesied the exact date of the Messiah entering 

Jerusalem (Dan. 9).   

2. These were wise men could easily calculate the approximate 

time of Christ’s birth by comparing Daniel 9 with Numbers 

4:43 and 1 Samuel 2:35, which says Christ would be 30 years 

old before He would appear officially as the Messiah.   

B. A PRINCIPLE—God starts where you are and leads you to where 

He wants you.  As you follow the “light” God gives you, God will 

give you more light.  

1. ”We have seen His star in the east."  These men saw some 

kind of astronomical phenomenon—A star they never saw be-

fore.  It was not a run-of-the-mill star. How did these wise 

men associate this unusual star with a Jewish king?   

2. Being from Babylon knew of a prophecy of Balaam in Num-

bers 24:17.  Balaam was from the town of Pethor, on the Eu-

phrates River (Num. 22:5), present day Iraq. This would be 

the area the wise men were in.  

•Numbers 24:17 prophesied of a “star out of Jacob, and a 

Scepter shall rise out of Israel.”  NOTE: The star would 

come out of Jacob/Israel, and a Scepter denotes a King (cf. 

Gen. 49:10). They “connected the dots” between these 

prophecies and concluded, the star would lead them to the 

new born King. 

3. They followed the light they had and God used that light to 

draw them to Christ.  

4. It is interesting that Israel was oblivious of Christ’s coming. If 

anyone should have known the time of Christ’s “visitation,” it 

should have been the Jews who had the O.T. writings (Luke 

19:44). Yet, it was these pagan wise men from hundreds of 

miles away who were observant enough to recognize from 

the Scriptures what the star was.  
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•There are some people who are clueless regarding the 

events going on in the world today. They don’t recognize 

“the signs of the times.”  ”We have seen His star in the 

east.”  Some do not see because they are not looking.  

SUMMATION:  

•The shepherds were drawn to a stable. 

•Simeon was drawn by the Spirit. 

•The wise men drawn by a Star. 

    God will often use different means to draw you to Jesus— A movie… a 

song… a book… a job… a web-site… an illness (Dr. Noe—tuberculosis)… 

the death of a loved one. For me it was a gospel tract in a Christmas card.  

    The point is, anyone who comes to Christ, comes because he/she is 

drawn. They do not come on their own.  

    I thank God for the drawing power of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus said, 

“No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw 

him” (John 6:44). Again, He said, “If I be lifted up from the earth, will 

draw all men unto me” (John 12:32). Praise God, His drawing power was 

greater than my rejecting/resisting power.  

   If you are saved here this morning, can you remember how Jesus drew 

you to Himself?  Aren’t you glad He drew you?  Because if He hadn’t 

drawn you by His power, you would have never come to Him.  

    Do you feel God drawing you today?  Surrender to Him and come to 

Christ!


