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“His Name Shall Be called WONDERFUL, COUN-
SELOR..."

Isaiah 9:6; 28:29

This is the greatest verse in the Old Testament that prophesies of both

the first and second coming of Christ—

® “For unto us a child is born” (His CRADLE). First coming. This speaks
of the humanity of Christ as the Son of Man.

® “unto us a son is given” (His CROSS). "Given" (John 3:16). "Delivered
up" to die for our sins. This is a reference to Christ’s deity as the only
begotten “Son of God.”

® ‘4nd the government shall be upon his shoulder’ (His CROWN) = His
second coming when He comes to reign as King of Kings.

B2>In Isaiah 9:6 we have five names describing various attributes of Christ.
In this message we will deal with the first two—“Wonderful, Counselor.”

“WONDERFUL” — The PERSONALITY of Jesus

“Wonder-ful”—Full of wonder. Hebrew word indicates "something re-
markable... marvelous... uncommon... out of the ordinary.”
2> There is no situation where Jesus is not wonderful! He is altogether
wonderful. There is nothing dull or boring about Jesus!!!

1. He is wonderful in what He TAUGHT—No one can improve on the
teachings of Christ in the Sermon on the Mount.
@ Jesus’ teaching went contrary to the teachings of man: The way
up is down; The way to get is to give; The way to live is to die;
The way to lead is to serve. “And they were astonished at his
doctrine: for he TAUGHT them as one that had AUTHORITY, and
not as the scribes” (Mk. 1:21).

In 1989 a survey was taken of 3,000 high school students to deter-
mine the characteristics of their best teachers. From their answers
the following composite was made: The ideal teacher is (1) gen-
uinely concerned and interested in students as individuals; (2) re-
quires students to work; (3) is impartial in dealing with students;



and (4) is obviously enthusiastic about teaching.! Jesus fits this de-
scription perfectly.

2. He is wonderful in what He WROUGHT. Creation—The universe

runs like a finely tuned time piece. The human body is fearfully and
WONDERFULLY made! Wonderful miracles— Feeding 5,000; healing
man born blind; calming storms; raising the dead; walking on water.

3. He is wonderful in what He BROUGHT— Salvation for all who be-
lieve. “Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift!”

B>Acrostic for the name WONDERFUL—Jesus is wonderful in His...

W=Words. You can tell a lot about a person by the words that they
speak. When the people at Nazareth heard Him speak, they “wondered at
the GRACIOUS WORDS that proceeded out of his mouth” (Luke 4:22).
When He taught at the synagogue in Capernaum the people “‘were aston-
ished at his doctrine: for his WORD was with power” (Luke 4:32). Later
they were “all amazed and spake among themselves saying, What a word
is this!” (Luke 4:36).
@ Men were sent to arrest Jesus, but they came back empty handled.
When asked why they did not arrest Jesus, all they could say was,
“Never man spake like this man...”

@ Jesus said, ”...the words that | speak unto you, they are spirit, and
they are life” (John 6:63).

@ Jesus’ words feed the soul while man’s words leave you hungry.

0=0ffering—"...we are sanctified through the OFFERING of the body of

Jesus Christ once for all” (Heb. 10:10, 14, 18). No offering was like His
offering.

N=Nature—*“In him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Col.
2:9). Imagine, God coming to earth in the form of human flesh!

D=Death—No man ever died like Jesus. “I lay down my life, that | might
take it again. No man taketh it from me, but | lay it down of myself. |
have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it again” (John 10:17-
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18). He died in victory—Not defeat! No wonder the Roman centurion who
watched Jesus die, said, “Truly this man was the Son of God.”

E=Example—“Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an EXAMPLE, that ye
should follow his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21). After humbly washing the disciples
feet, Jesus said, “l have given you an EXAMPLE, that ye should do as |
have done to you.” You will not find a better example to live by.

R=Resurrection—"Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up”
(John 2:19). Jesus Christ predicted His resurrection and arose the third
day just as He said. The resurrection of Jesus is the undeniable proof that
He is who He claimed to be.

F=Forgiveness—“In whom we have redemption through his blood, even
the forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:14; Mark 2:5-12). No one has the authority
to forgive sins, except God. But when a sinner who was paralyzed was
brought to Jesus Christ for healing, Christ first forgave and then healed
him. At once some of the religious teachers who were present accused
Christ blasphemy, saying that only God could forgive sins. Christ replied
that he had authority on earth to forgive men's sins, and he at once
proved his authority by also healing the sick man.

U=Union—"1 and my Father are ONE” (John 10:30; 14:9; 15:23-24).

L=Love— His love is:

1. Unconditional- He loves us for no good reason! It is just His nature
to love.

Universal - He loves everyone.

Unending -He loves forever. Jeremiah 31:3—"l have loved you with
an everlasting love.”

2>Never lose the WONDER of Christ!
“COUNSELLOR”"—The PROFESSION of Jesus

The human race is in constant need of counsel. According to the U.S.
Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics, the number of licensed
counselors is 550,000 (excluding pastors).? Psychiatrists, psychologists,
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marriage counselors, and a variety of others are doing a booming busi-
ness counseling people at rates exceeding $100 an hour!

Exodus 18:19 is the first reference of the word “counsel” in the Bible.

Here we will find insight into what it means to be a counselor.

BACKGROUND (18:1-7): Israel has just come out of Egypt and begun the
sojourn towards the Promised Land. Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, comes
out to meet Moses.

The next day Moses resumes his administrative duties (18:13). Here

Jethro gives Moses some wise counsel).

The Counsellor’s SENSITIVITY (v. 14-18).
B> Jethro was sensitive to Moses’ problem. Christ is sensitive to our
problems also.

A. Sensitive understanding. Jethro understood Moses’ situation
because he was a man also.

@ Jesus created man and “knew what was in man.” Jesus under-
stands our nature better than anyone since He was “made like
unto his brethren” (Heb. 2:17-18). By spending 15 minutes
with the Lord Jesus Christ every day, we could learn more
about ourselves than years of secular counseling.

B. Sensitive union. Jethro was also RELATED to Moses. He is con-
cerned for Moses not only as a man, but also as a son-in-law.
@ ikewise, we are joined to Jesus Christ through the new birth.
We are related to Him. He is not ashamed to call us brethren,
and He cares for us since we are united to Him.

The Counsellor’'s SUPERIORITY (v. 7).

B> Moses doesn’t tell Jethro what needs to be done—lJethro tells
Moses what he should do. Jethro, by virtue of his own experience
and age, is more than qualified to counsel Moses in this matter.

A. Jethro had POSITIONAL superiority over Moses. Jethro is called
“the PRIEST of Median” (v. 1). Likewise, Jesus has positional au-
thority over our lives. We often don’t know what to do, but Jesus

can give us counsel.



B.

Jethro had a PRACTICAL superiority to Moses. Moses had just
entered the wilderness with 2-3 million people following him.
Moses was raised in the comforts of Pharaoh’s palace, but Jethro
was accustomed to living in the wilderness.
1. Jesus knows the way through the wilderness! He’s spent time
in the wilderness (Mt. 4). He’s already been through it.
@ He’s stomped out every thicket.
@ He’s crossed over every river.
@ He’s climbed every mountain.
@ He’s scaled every valley.
@ He's weathered every storm.
2. lJesus has superior knowledge of the situation we are facing
because He’s already faced it Himself (Heb. 4:15-16). “In Him

are hid all the treasures of knowledge and wisdom.” HE
KNOWS IT ALL.

lll. The Counsellor’'s SUCCESS.

B> Jethro foresaw Moses’ future collapse (v. 18) and offered Moses

A.

B.

an organizational plan (vs. 21-26).

The success of his PLAN. Jethro’s strategy worked! How much
more is the counsel of the Lord Jesus Christ in our lives. Isaiah
46:10—“My counsel SHALL STAND.” If you will follow Christ’s
counsel, you’ll succeed.

A shepherd does not say, “Now sheep, we are going down to
yonder meadow out through a large valley. We’ll go back over
the hills to feast at the luscious pastures for awhile. Then we
will all lay down for a mid-day rest. All in favor of that, please
raise your right hind leg!” No! Jesus, as our “good Shepherd”
knows and calls His sheep by name and leads them in what He
knows is best. His plan is always best and always successful!

The success of his PREPARATION. His counsel not only works
now, but prepares us for the future. Jesus doesn’t merely give us



counsel for our immediate good, but also prepares us for the en-

tire journey of life.

@ | am realizing more and more some things that God estab-
lished in my heart when | first got saved years ago. God laid
some groundwork in the early days of my Christian life that
I’m just now reaping the benefits of.

SUMMATION: Where do you turn for counsel? Our text says, “His name
shall be called Wonderful, COUNSELLOR...” But too often people seek “the
counsel of the ungodly” (Prov. 12:5). Some turn to the bartender. Some
consult their horoscope. Many try google.

One night a father was reading the newspaper after his children had
gone to bed. He was reading about the events of a particular country. He
wanted to check where that country was located. So he quietly went to his
son’s room to get the world globe off his dresser. As he picked up the
globe and was leaving the room his son sat up in bed and said, “Daddy,
What are you doing with my world!?”

Sometimes we think we know what’s best about “our world,” and we
are tempted to say, “Lord, what are You doing with my world?”

May we give our world to the Counsellor. He knows what is best for
your world.



