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God Forms the Man—Man Forms a “god” 
Isaiah 44 (vs. 2, 21, 24 cf. v. 10) 

    Compare the first two words of Isaiah 43—“But now…” with the first 

two words of Isaiah 44—“Yet now…”  Isaiah 44 picks up where chapter 

43 left off.   Isaiah 43:28 ended on a negative note (reproach on Israel). 

Isaiah 44 begins with on a positive note (regeneration of Israel).  

 Isaiah 43–45 go together and repeat some of the same themes: 

•There is ONE true God (43:10-11; 44:6, 8; 45:5-6, 14, 18,21, 22). 

•Israel is God’s servant (43:10; 44:1, 2, 21; 45:4). 

•Exhortation not to fear (43:1, 5; 44:2, 8).  I don’t blame the idolater 

for being afraid—I’d be afraid too if I didn’t know the Lord! 

I. God forms ISRAEL. 

A. Israel’s ELECTION (vs. 1-2—“…Israel, whom I have chosen…”).  

Israel is God’s “chosen” people (Dt. 32:9-11; Ps. 135:4).  

v. 2—“Jesurun”—God’s name of endearment for Israel (cf. Dt. 
32:15; 33:5, 26). It means “the upright one.” 

•DOCTRINE OF ELECTION—Election is the act of God whereby 

He sovereignly fulfills His will through the selection of either 

something or someone.   

•Election in the Bible has nothing to do with the predestination 

of individuals to either Heaven or Hell.  The only time election 

is used concerning an individual’s salvation is conditioned 

upon God’s foreknowledge. 

   ELECTION in the Bible refers to FOUR THINGS: 

1. The Lord Jesus Christ (Isa. 42:1; 1 Pet. 2:6). Jesus Christ is 

God’s Elect in the matter of substitution and salvation to all 

who believe. 

2. The nation Israel (45:4; Mt. 24:22, 24). Israel’s election is 

national, not personal, entitling them to Canaan—the 

Promised Land.   

3. The Church—The body of Christ (Col. 3:11-12; 1 Thess. 

1:1-4). It is a group/body of individuals—When an individ-
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ual trusts the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, that individual is 

placed into the collective body of Christ and, therefore, into 

election.  There is no verse where a first person singular 

pronoun (I, me, mine, etc.) is used in connection with the 

words predestination or election.   

4. Elect angels (1 Tim. 5:21). 

B. Israel’s REFRESHMENT (v. 3—“I will pour water…and floods 

upon the DRY GROUND,”) refers to literal water coming down as 

rain that heals the dry land of Israel at the second coming (Joel 

2:21-27; 2 Chron. 7:13-14; Ps. 68:9; Acts 3:19-21; James 5:7). 

C. Israel’s REGENERATION (v. 3—“I will pour my spirit…”) 

1. Pouring out the Holy Spirit on Israel (Joel 2:28-29). The Holy 

Spirit is NOT poured out on the flesh of a New Testament 

Christian.  When someone is saved in the New Testament, the 

Holy Ghost comes INSIDE the man (1 Cor. 3:16).  

2. Although Peter quotes Joel 2:28-32 on the Day of Pentecost, 

it will not be completely fulfilled until the second advent of 

Christ and the millennium.  Joel 2:31 was not fulfilled at Pen-

tecost.   Joel 2:32–3:1 speaks of deliverance not salvation.  

 DEVOTIONAL application of Isaiah 44:3 (cf. Prov. 1:23). 

1) “I will pour out water…I will pour my spirit…”—The DY-

NAMIC of revival. Water is a type of the Holy Spirit (John 

7:38). There is no revival without the outpouring of God’s 

Spirit. 

2) “…upon the thirsty…”—The DESIRE for revival (cf. Ps. 

42:1-2; 63:1-5; Mt 5:6). Are you really thirsty for revival? 

3) “…and floods upon the dry ground…”—The DELUGE of 

revival. Floods change the course of nature.  

4) “…upon thy seed…upon thine offspring”—The DISPER-

SION of revival. The spreading of revival to our family… our 

church… our nation. 
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D. Israel’s TESTIMONY (v. 5). God’s people will proclaim their alle-

giance to the Lord at His coming.  

•“I am the Lord’s…”— Their name of belonging. The Lord 

owns me. 

•“…the name of Jacob…” — Their relational name.  I’m from 

the family of a man who was a deceiver and a cheat, but I’m 

now redeemed. 

•“…the name of Israel…” —Their national name. I’ve been 

chosen by God to fulfill His purpose. In the Kingdom, no one 

will be ashamed to identify themselves as God’s people.   

v. 6  (cf. Isa. 41:4).  In Revelation 22:13 Jesus said He is “the first 
and the last” (cf. Rev. 1:8, 17).  In Isaiah 44:6 God says, “I am the 
first, and the I am the last…”  Either there are TWO firsts and 
TWO lasts—Or, Jesus is God, “and beside me there is no God.” (v. 
8; 1 Cor. 8:4-6) 

E. Israel’s WITNESS (vs. 7-8). 

1. v. 7—“And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it…” God 

challenges and dares the idols and false gods to declare what 

will happen.  

2. v. 8—Only a God who exists outside the confines of time can 

declare the end from the beginning. Since God already knows 

what is going to happen, we have no need to fear. 

It has been noted [anon]: “There is only one God with a consis-
tent moral standard, who is able to meet human needs and at 
the same time meet all scientific and mathematical requirements. 
The gods that are invented [Zen Buddhism; Confucianism; etc.] 
are cruel swindlers” [because they don’t work].  That is, the God 
of the Bible is only God who can meet the requirements of sci-
ence and mathematics and meet your needs as a sinner without 
compromise—His name is Jesus Christ. 

II. Man forms IDOLS (vs. 9-20). 
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A. A COMPARISON of idols to the true God (vs. 9-20). God sar-

castically mocks the absurdity of idolatry. By describing how 

idols are made, God shows idols are vain… makers of idols are 

foolish… and a worshiper of idols is left confounded. 

1. Idols are made by man (vs. 9-11–“…they are of men…”)—

The true God is self-existent (Gen. 1:1; Ex. 3:14; John 1:1). 

2. Idols are vain / unprofitable (vs. 9-10; Hab. 2:18). The true 

God does nothing in vain and His works are profitable (Job 

35:13; Isa. 45:18; 48:17 1 Sam. 12:20-22; 1 Cor. 12:7; 1 Tim. 

4:8; 2 Tim. 3:16; Titus 3:8) 

• "Their delectable things" (v. 9).  “Delectable” means pre-

cious or valuable.  Graven images would often be plated 

with “delectable things,” as silver or gold. Yet, they are still 

worthless.  

•“…they are their own witnesses…”  The powerlessness of 

an idol bears witness that it is worthless and useless.  

• v. 10—“Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven im-

age, that is profitable for nothing?” Good question! Why 

would anyone expend time and effort to make something 

that is absolutely worthless??? 

3. Idols make ashamed (vs. 9-11). The true God never makes 

one ashamed (Ps. 34:5; 37:19; 119:6; Isa. 45:17; 49:23; 54:4; 

Rom. 9:33; 10:11) 

4. Idols never satisfy (v. 12). God always satisfies and meets 

our needs (Phil 4:19). 

•The idol maker works hard fashioning the image while the 

idol provides nothing to satisfy the man’s physical needs 

(vs. 10-12). 

5. Idols are material (v. 13-17). The true God is a Spirit and 

infinite (John 4:24; Ps. 139:7-8; Jer. 23-23-24; Acts 7:49).   

•The carpenter makes a “god” out of the same wood he 

used to warm himself and bake his bread! How ludicrous 
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[Cf. Jer. 10:3-6]. He prays to an object he can burn in a fire! 

Imagine calling a piece of wood “god” (v. 17). 

•At least the O.T. idolaters fashioned a image of something 

God designed (v. 13).  Today people worship nothingness 

and randomness while rejecting any evidence of divine de-

sign in creation.  

6. Idols are helpless (vs. 14-18 cf. Ps. 115:3-8; Judges 

6:25-32). The true God is an ever present help (Ps. 46:1; 

54:4; Isa. 41:10, 13; 50:7).  

•Idols can do nothing because they are nothing!  

•An inanimate computer can at least feed back what is put 

into it.  But, after all the time and energy invested to make 

an idol, it cannot give out anything in return. What a waste! 

7. Idol makers are stupid (v. 19). Soul winners are wise (Prov. 

11:30).  

•They don’t realize how stupid they are!  Israel made utter 

fools of themselves. 

8. Idol worshipers believe a lie (vs. 19-20). Worshipers of the 

true God believe the truth (John 8:32; 16:13; 17:17; 1 John 

4:6).  

•Idolaters “feedeth upon ashes” (that which is of no value). 

They seek satisfaction from that which is worthless.  

• “Is there not a lie in my right hand?”  They are so deceived 

they cannot admit they are holding a lie.  Even today many 

cannot admit they are holding to the lie of evolution.  

 Some LIES people hold on to… 

1. I don’t lie. 

2. It doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you are 

sincere.  

3. There are many ways to God / heaven. 

4. There is no God. 

5. Evolution 



�6

6. Everything is relative. There are no moral absolutes. 

Situation ethics. 

7. The Bible is a myth.  

8. I’m OK. 

• “Is there not a lie in my RIGHT HAND?”  May be a covert 

reference to the antichrist—“the IDOL shepherd” (cf. Zech. 

11:17). 

B. A CALL to remember the true God (vs. 21).  Although Israel 

forgot God, He would not forget them.  

 The PROPHETIC ORDER: 

1)  v. 20—The delusion of the “LIE” in the tribulation (an-

tichrist—2 Thess. 2:9-12). 

2)  vs. 21-23 (cf. 43:25)—The forgiveness and redemption of Is-

rael at the second advent (Cf. Acts 3:19-23). To redeem some-

thing is to “buy it out of hock.” God pays the price to redeem Is-

rael (and us) out of hock. 

3)  v. 23—The rejoicing of creation in the millennium (cf. Ps. 98; 

148; 150:6; Isa. 55:12).  The trees have more sense to know the 

true God than the man who makes a idol from a tree. 

 “THAT” (repeated five times). Five reminders, “THAT”— 

1. God reminds Israel “that” He frustrates the devices/signs (“to-

kens”) of man and drives them bonkers (v. 25). 

2. “That” He turns wise men backwards and makes their knowl-
edge foolish (v. 25 cf. 1 Cor. 1:19-21—For it is written, I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the 
understanding of the prudent. Where is the wise? where is the 
scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God 
made foolish the wisdom of this world?  For after that in the 
wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that 
believe.)  

3. “That” He does what He says He will do (v. 26).  He will 

restore Jerusalem. 
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•A strange thing to say when Jerusalem was already inhab-

ited and thriving during Isaiah’s prophecy.  Yet, Isaiah 

prophecies Jerusalem will be “decayed” and rebuilt.  This 

alludes to Nebuchadnezzar’s invasion, Babylonian captivi-

ty, and return to rebuild under Ezra. 

4. “That” He commands nature and it obeys (v. 27).  God dried 

up the Red Sea and the Jordan River for Israel.  The Tigris and 

Euphrates Rivers at Babylon would be dried up to make a way 

for Cyrus to enter the city and defeat it (Jer. 50:34-38). God 

will do it again in the Tribulation Period (Rev. 16:12). 

5. “That” He prophesies the coming of the Persian King, Cyrus 

over 150 years before Cyrus is born (v. 28 cf. 2 Chron. 36:22–

Ezra 1:1-3). 

• Cyrus “shall perform all my pleasure…” (Rev. 4:11).  

That is more than some Christians do! 

SUMMATION: The prophecy of Cyrus continues in chapter 45. 


