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Jesus Teaches On Prayer 
Matthew 6:5-15 (cf. Luke 11:1-4) 

   In our text Jesus instructs His disciples about prayer (cf. Luke 11:1-2). It 

is commonly called “the Lord’s Prayer.” More accurately it is the disci-

ple’s prayer.   Jesus would never pray “Forgive us our debts” since He had 1

nothing to be forgiven for.  2

   This is a “model prayer”—“After this MANNER therefore pray ye…”   In 3

this message we will look at four spiritual aspects in this prayer that we 

may apply as a “pattern” for our own prayers. 

I. The RUDIMENTS of prayer (vs. 5-8).  

A. The PRACTICE—“When thou prayest…” (v. 5), NOT “IF thou 

prayest.”  It is assumed God’s people will pray. Praying is the first 

evidence of spiritual life in a new Christian (Acts 9:11).  

B. The PERSON (vs. 6, 9). 

1. Prayer must be directed to God, not to Mary or dead saints. 

We go directly to our Father who is in heaven (2 Tim. 2:5). 

2. The motive in prayer is to be heard by God, not men.   

C The PRIVACY (v. 6). 

1. The majority of our praying should be done in secret.  In 

private prayer, there is no one to impress.  You will be trans-

parent, because it is just God and you. 

2. Public prayer is OK, but if a person is praying more in public, 

than he does in private, he is praying to be seen of men. 

D. The PERIOD (vs. 7-8). Most Bible prayers are short. The longest 

public prayer in the Bible is Solomon’s dedicatory prayer at the 

Temple (1 Kings 8:22-53). It can be read in about three minutes.  

1. Jesus rebuked the Pharisees, who “for a pretence make long 

prayers” (Mk 12:40). If you need to pray a long prayer, pray 

it in your closet. 

 “The Lord’s Prayer” is a prayer actually prayed by Jesus in John 17.1

 Doctrinally, the context of this prayer is for the Tribulation period and Kingdom Age.2

 I do not believe Jesus intended for Christians today to recite this prayer verbatim.3
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2. Prayer should not be repetitious.  Jesus said, “When ye pray, 

use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do…”  Praying the 

same thing over and over again is a sign of heathenism. 

II. The RELATIONSHIP in prayer. 

• Prayer is based on a relationship between the person praying 

and God.  We are to come to God as a loving Father who wants 

what is best for His children.  

• This is a “family prayer.” A person cannot pray, “Our Father…” if 

God is not their Father. Jesus taught that God is not everyone’s 

“Father” (cf. John 8:44). 

III. The REVERENCE in prayer (v. 9). Prayer is to be God-centered.   

A. The PRIORITY of God’s name.  Jesus teaches prayer must begin 

with a recognition of the God we are praying to.  He is holy. 

•We pray that God would be glorified by our prayer (John 

14:13).  

•Too often people begin their prayers by focusing on their 

own personal needs. God should not be approached like a 

celestial genie to grant our wishes.  

B. The PRAISE of God’s person. The front door of prayer is PRAISE 

and thanksgiving to God (Ps. 100:4—Enter into his gates with 

thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto 

him, and bless his name.)  

• Begin your prayers by exalting God’s glorious name. 

IV. The REQUESTS of prayer. Essentially, prayer is ASKING. 

 Compare this to the publican’s prayer (Luke 18:11-12). The 

publican never ASKED for anything. His prayer was all about him-

self.  

 Six requests in this prayer. 

A. Request for God’s name to be “hallowed”—Held in high esteem.  

B. Request for the King to come (Rev. 22:20). Man cannot “bring in 

the kingdom.”  The Kingdom will come when King Jesus comes.  

C. Request for God’s will to be done (Acts 21:14). 
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D. Request for daily needs (cf. Phil 4:6). 

E. Request for forgiveness. We are forgiven on the basis of Christ’s 

finished work at Calvary, not on the basis of our forgiving others. 

F. Request for victory over temptation (Mt. 26:41; 1 Cor. 10:13). 

SUMMATION: The conclusion of the prayer is as it began—God is given 

praise and glory.  The kingdom is His… the power is His… and the glory 

is His.  It is all about HIM!  

CAN YOU PRAY THIS PRAYER??? 

•You cannot pray “Our Father" if you’ve not been born again. 

•You cannot pray "which art in heaven" if you’re focused on things of 
this world. 

•You cannot pray "hallowed be thy name" if you’re not honoring 
God’s name with your life. 

•You cannot pray "Thy kingdom come'' if you're not ready for His 
coming. 

•You cannot pray "Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven" if 
you’re determined to have your own way. 

•You cannot pray "give us this day our daily bread" if you have no 
need to trust Him to supply. 

•You cannot pray "forgive us our debts" if you're harboring a grudge 
against another. 

•You cannot pray "Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil" if you’re flirting with sin. 

•You cannot pray "thine is the kingdom" if you’re not submissive to 
His Kingship. 

•You cannot attribute to God "the power" if you fear what men may do 
to you. 

•You cannot ascribe to God "the glory" if you’re seeking glory for 
yourself. 

•You cannot say "forever" if the horizon of your life is bounded com-
pletely by time. 

•You cannot say “Amen” if you're not in complete agreement to the pe-
tition of this prayer.


